
 

 

 
 
 
 

PSW Uniform Shop Located at 
18-20 Railway Ave, Ringwood East 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm  
Sat 9am-5pm 
 
Year 12 Breakfast & Morning Tea 
Farewell 
23rd October - 8.00am 
 
Valedictory Dinner 
23rd October 
 
Year 12 Exams commence  
30th October 
 
Year 11 Exams commence  
16th November 
 
Year 11 Last Day 
27th November 
 
Year 7 2010 - Pre-Orientation Day  
2nd December 2pm-3pm in the 
Gym & information night 7pm in 
the Theatre 
 
Year 10 Last Day 
4th December 
 
Year 7 2010 - Orientation Day  
8th December - All Day 
 
Celebration of Excellence 
17th December 
 
School Term Dates 2009 
Term 4  5th October to 18th Dec 
 
 
 
 
School Term Dates 2010 
Term 1  1st Feb (students start) to 
26th March 
Term 2  12th April to 25th June  
Term 3  12th July to 17th Sep 
Term 4  4th Oct to 17th Dec 
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The Department of Education and 
Maroondah Secondary College do 
not endorse the products or 
services of any private advertiser.  
No responsibility is accepted by 
the Department of Education and 
Maroondah Secondary College for 
the accuracy of information 
contained in advertisements or 
claims made by them.  
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From The Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
By this time next week our Year 12 students will be preparing for their farewell 
assembly and valedictory dinner, leading on to a week of exam preparation. 
Final examinations commence with English on the 30th October.  Once again, the 
school community is looking forward to a wonderful celebration of six years of 
outstanding contribution by the Class of 2009.  We have a wonderful tradition of 
celebrations for our final year students and look forward this year’s group 
“keeping the tradition”.  I am sure that most Year 12’s feel it has been a very long 
year and that the finish cannot come too soon.  I encourage all students 
undertaking examinations to maintain enthusiasm and energy right to the last 
minute of every examination.  VCAL students, whilst not undertaking 
examinations, are moving into their “crunch” time with final assessments being 
completed for the entire year’s work in their VCAL studies. The pressure is on for 
all students.  Personally, and on behalf of the Maroondah Secondary College 
community, I wish every student, every success during this assessment period. 
The college community looks forward to sharing in your celebrations in the final 
week of the school year when results are published. 
 
You may have remembered my invitation to you to assist with some 
beautification works being undertaken at the school, just prior to the term 
holidays.  Members of the Activate Church in Ringwood initiated a community 
project in the “Lion Park” with approximately 100 of their membership lending a 
hand.  The outcome of their hard work is a fantastic rejuvenation of an under 
used area of the school.  Garden beds have been replanted, the BBQ rendered 
and the area around it paved, along with the completion of raised garden beds 
for our sustainable garden project.  The alcove forming part of C wing has had 
laser lite inserted into the roof with some  “graff art” yet to be completed, in 
conjunction with the year 9 students.  The area was formally opened this week 
with members of the Activate Church in attendance, along with the Year 9 
students.  Year 9 students celebrated with a sausage sizzle and were extremely 
surprised when 5 students were rewarded by Activate Church with movie 
vouchers as a result of their ideas for improvements in the Lion Park having 
been put into action.  
On behalf of the Year 9 students and the broader school community can I 
sincerely thank Activate Church for their generosity and commitment to the 
project, with a special mention for outstanding coordination to Lisa Wynne, Rob 
Collett and MJ. 
 
 
 
       Cont….  



 

 

 
 
 
Year 12 
All the Year 12s - This is the last student of the 
week for all of the Year 12s.  We acknowledge 
their contribution to the College over the six years 
they have attended. 
Trish Griffiths - for working on Literature over the 
holidays 
Year 9 
Simon McKenna - for catching up on English work 
over the holidays, resulting in excellent marks on 
a text response test. 
Year 7 
Mikayla Chesworth - for always being so well  
organised and ensuring her homework is always 
handed-in on time in Japanese. You have a great 
attitude towards learning Mikayla, well done!  
Elysia Mason - for giving a very well organised 
and interactive presentation on Origami. It was 
great fun Elysia, thanks! 
Samantha Jacobs, Jessica Peek Georgia Cerna 
and Ben Cookney - for giving an excellent cultural 
presentation in Japanese and for having the work 
submitted on time. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Trish Griffiths            Simon McKenna 

Students of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       Mikayla Chesworth        Elysia Mason 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
         Samantha Jacobs        Jessica Peek 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   Georgia Cerna   Ben Cookney 

…..Cont. 
On Monday of this week the MEC regeneration project held a student forum at Karralyka Centre for the  
students of the seven schools involved to brainstorm their ideas for new schools and learning into the 21st  
century.  Twelve students from Years 7 -10 at MSC attended the afternoon and were part of lively discussion 
and “dreaming” about the education young people want as we move forward into the full planning of the new 
schools created by this Regeneration Project. 
On the Monday evening members of the primary schools in the Maroondah LGA were invited to an information 
session and forum.  Once again there was lively discussion and informative questions asked of the Principals 
about the development of the project.  I am pleased to say that the general consensus is one of excitement. 
The Master Plans are being finalised at this moment and there is every intention to move forward with architect 
drawings and cost plans.  I will keep you informed as we move through this process through our newsletter, but 
updates will be posted on the MEC website at www.mec.edu.vic.gov 
 
Barbara Bates 
Principal 

 

 

 

 

  

  



 

 

 
 
 

FAREWELL YEAR TWELVES 
 
The school will put on a Breakfast for the Year 12 
students at 8.00am on the morning of Friday 23rd 

October.  Staff will attend and cook.   
 
A whole school assembly will be held to present 
and acknowledge the Year 12s and to wish them 
the best for their exams and the future. 
   
A morning tea in the staffroom with their  
teachers will follow.  Here we acknowledge they 
are moving onto the next stage of their lives and 
invite them into the staffroom as a symbol of that. 
 
On the evening of the 23rd October, the Valedic-
tory Dinner will be held as a formal recognition to 
the end of the Class of 2009’s secondary school-
ing. 
We, the staff of Maroondah Secondary College, 
hope each student prepares well for the exams, 
achieves the success they worked for and wish 
them all the best for the future.  
 
Mr Barry Williams 
Senior School Curriculum Manager 

 
 
 
 

 
At a special assembly on Tuesday Year 10  
students were addressed by Ben Cooper from 
the Beacon Foundation as well as student  
ambassadors about the next major Beacon 
event: The 2009 Charter Signing event scheduled 
for 22nd October. Parents have been advised 
and invited in writing: please address any  
enquiries or concerns to me asap. 
 
It was also announced that Friday the 4th  
December will be last day of classes for Year 
10s.  Traditionally an assembly to finalise the 
year and recognise student achievements, from 
the student perspective, is conducted on this day. 
 
More Year 10 students have voluntarily involved 
themselves in the Croydon ‘Dining Room”  
program since I last reported.  Well done to Maria 
Rabelista and Melody Baysa for contributing to 
this welfare program so essential to our local 
community. 
 

The majority of Middle School course selections 
for next year have now been completed.  Well 
done to all involved in this large endeavour:   
Mentors, ESL and other staff, parents and  
students.  A special thankyou to Mr Lees who has 
overseen this exhausting but necessary process. 
 

Year 9 students attended a special ceremony for 
the opening of the refurbished Lion Park today, 
14th October.  Again, thanks are directed to all 
who have contributed to making this existing  
College facility so much more a better place to be. 
 

Ben Cooper has been good enough to make  
himself available to speak to all Year 9s on Friday 
16th October re the Beacon Program and opportu-
nities within this program for 2010 Year 10 stu-
dents. 
 

Michael Douglas 
Middle School Curriculum Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Maria Rabelista   Melody Baysa 
 
 

 
 
 

 

Year 9 2010 Course Selection 
Year 8 students are currently completing their 
course selection for 2010. Mr Lees attended the 
junior school mentor assembly last Friday to talk 
about the program. The students were excited 
about the new program and had some great  
questions. Students received a Course Selection 
Handbook, which contains information on the year 
9 Integrated program, electives and core program. 
It also contains a sample selection sheet for  
students to complete. Students have completed 
their Orange selection sheet in mentor meetings 
this week. Students will be counselled and have 
their course finalised later this term. Two years 
has gone very quickly for the year 8 students and 
they will soon move into year 9. The Inspire  
program has given them an excellent introduction 
to their secondary schooling and prepared them 
well for the next stage of their education. 
        Cont….  

Junior School News 

Middle School News 

Senior School News 

  



 

 

….Cont 

Naplan Results 
Parents of year 7 students will have recently received information of their child’s results in the National 
Assessment Program in Literacy and Numeracy (NAPLAN). Our students performed well overall with 
some outstanding results from individual students. If you are unsure about the meaning of this  
information or you would like to discuss how this information can be used to further your child’s  
progress, please contact me at the college to discuss this. 
 
HEALTH/PE FACULTY 
Swim Program 
Students in year 7 & 8 will be undertaking the Swim Program later this term. The participation of your 
child in the swim program is vitally important to the development of their confidence and ability in the 
water. Students are allocated to a group depending on their ability, which will focus on skill level  
appropriate activities. This program is covered by the $22 Swim Levy, if you have not paid this levy 
could you do so at the General Office prior to the beginning of the swim sessions. 
 
Hats 
With spring upon us, it is important for your child to be protected from the sun during sport and PE 
sessions. Could all parents ensure that students have a hat for PE and sport sessions each week. 
Students will be provided with sunscreen by their teacher. Students who do not bring a hat to class 
will be issued a school hat to wear.  
 

Times for your child’s PE/Sport sessions are listed below. 
 
7A - Friday (PE); Tuesday & Wednesday (Sport) 
7B - Monday (PE); Tuesday & Wednesday (Sport) 
7C - Friday (PE); Tuesday & Wednesday (Sport) 
8A - Thursday (PE); Friday (Sport) 
8B - Monday (PE); Friday (Sport) 
8C - Friday (PE); Friday (Sport) 
 
I would also like to take this time to remind parents of the College PE uniform. Students should wear 
their College PE polo top with Navy Blue track pants or shorts with sport appropriate footwear. Your 
support and assistance in ensuring your child has a hat and is wearing the correct PE uniform is  
appreciated. 
 
Mr Mark Dewar 

Junior School Curriculum Coordinator 



 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

On the 11th September, 40 students and teach-
ers including Mr. Rud and Mr. Lees went to the 
V8 Supercars at Philip Island.  When we arrived 
there was the school address by ‘Frosty’ (Mark 
Winterbottom) and Steven Richards.  The first 
group on the track were the Super Bikes.     

When that was over, everybody went shopping or went 
to the paddock to meet the drivers.  Mini Coopers came 
out next, then it was the Hitachi stunt bikes.  They did 
really awesome stunts at the finish.  One of them spun 

their wheels around and did donuts.  The V8 drift utes came out, they weren’t that good so we’ll just 
move on to the event of the day, which was the V8 Supercars. The cars were going 310kph.  By 
2.00pm our day had come to an end.  By the time we got back it was 4.00pm and everybody was  
exhausted and just wanted to get home. 
 
Brodie Dickson & Rhiannon-Joy Johnson 



 

 

Tertiary Scholarship Opportunities for Current Year 12’s 
Tertiary education is becoming increasingly expensive but there are many scholarships available to assist 
higher education students.  You do not have to achieve fantastic VCE results to receive a scholarship.  Many 
scholarship organisations struggle to find applicants, so if you make the effort to apply, you have a great 
chance. 
 
Now is the perfect time to start researching and applying for scholarships. 
 
It is worthwhile applying for every scholarship for which you are eligible.  Receiving a scholarship can save you 
a HECS debt and a lot of pressure during your tertiary years. It can also boost your savings and set you up  
financially for the future. Even if you are unsuccessful in applying for a scholarship, the application process will 
boost your organisational skills and give you an opportunity to build your confidence in interviews. 
 
I would like to draw your attention to the Mary Jane Lewis Scholarship in particular, because I was a recipient 
of this scholarship after I finished Year 12 at Blackburn High School. The scholarship provides $10,000 each 
year to cover fees, living and travel costs, books and equipment. You are eligible if:- 
- You are female; 
- You have completed Year 12 at a Victorian State School or College; 
- You intend to study a degree course at the University of Melbourne (you must receive and accept an offer to 
study there); 
- Your parents’ combined gross income does not exceed $61,516 per annum; and 
 
There is an equivalent scholarship for males, called the Dafydd Lewis Scholarship. This scholarship  
provides $18,000 each year to cover fees, living and travel costs, books and equipment.  You are  
eligible if: 
- You are male; 
- You will be no more than 19 years old at 1 January in the year you commence your degree; 
- You have attended a Victorian state school or college for at least five consecutive years; 
- You intend to study a full-time degree course at any Victorian university in any discipline other than Arts,  
Education, Music or Theology; and 
- Your parents’ combined gross income does not exceed $61,516 per annum. 
 
Applications for both scholarships close on 11 December 2009. Applications are available at  
www.dlewis-scholarship.org.au>. For more information you can also telephone 1800 808 910. 
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Monday  19/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  20/10/2009  M. Carter 
Wednesday  21/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  22/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   23/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
 
Monday  26/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  27/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
Wednesday  28/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  29/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   30/10/2009  Volunteer Required 
 

 
Steamed Dim Sims 80 cents each 

 
Fruit & Custard Cups $1.50 each 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Specials 

 
Tuna & Noodle Pasta (small) $3.20 

 
Sushi - Egg & Avocado  

Cooked Tuna 
Chicken Terriyaki 

All $3.00 each 
 

(Specials on Wednesdays & Thursdays only) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Canteen Volunteers Required  
 

With Government changes and emphasis on 
healthy food choices, Canteens will be spending 
more time on food preparation. This is where 
members of our college community can help. By 
giving up a few hours once a month you would 
be helping lift the workload of our small band of 
volunteers who do a wonderful job in providing a 
healthy menu for our students.  
Price Lists are available from the canteen  
Barbara Holton 
Canteen Manager  

� !���!���*����
ABSENTEE HOTLINE PHONE 9539 2345 
Please notify student absences to the  
hotline and not the school number. 
 
The Hotline is a 24 hour recorded service provided 
to families for the notification of student absences 
on any day.  The Hotline is checked at 9:30-
10:00am each day and then at various times 
throughout the day.  We would be very appreciative 
if you call the hotline directly to report all absences, 
rather than calling the school number.  If a student 
is away from school and there has been no  
previous notification and no message left on the 
hotline, a phone call will be made to verify the  
student absence.  
 

Consequently, our efficiency will be improved if you 
ensure your correct contact details are lodged with 
our administration. 
 

Barbara Bates 
Principal 

To receive your College Newsletter via 
Email please email 

maroondah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

24 HOUR ABSENTEE HOTLINE 
9539 2345 

Before 9.30am on the day of the absence  

First Aid 
 

If your child becomes unwell at the 
school, the approved school  
procedure is that the student should 
report to the First Aid Office. If it is necessary 
for the student to go home either myself or  
another staff member will notify the parent/
guardian. Please note that students are not 
permitted  to phone their parent/guardian  
during school hours and request to be picked 
up. This must be done through the First Aid  
Office. If your child rings you with such a  
request could you please encourage them to 
present to the First Aid Office for treatment and 
if necessary ring the First Aid Office to discuss 
your concerns? 
 

Jenny Szetey 
First Aid Officer 



 

 

 “Don’t Pay a High Price - 
    For a Few Moments of Fun” 
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“Enjoy – Be Safe” 

 
Julie Simpson 
Youth Resource Officer 
Croydon Police Station 
�
�



 

 



 

 


