
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSW Uniform Shop Located at 
18-20 Railway Ave, Ringwood East 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm  
Sat 9am-5pm 
 

Musical Production Tickets 
On Sale Now 
 

Musical Production 
18th - 22nd August 
 
Immunization Dates 
Year 7 - 16th September  
 
Valedictory Dinner 
23rd October 
 

Year 12 Exams commence  
30th October 
 

Year 11 Exams commence  
16th November 
 

Year 7 2010 - Pre-Orientation Day  
2nd December 2pm, Gym 
 
Year 7 2010 - Orientation Day  
8th December - All Day 
 
Celebration of Excellence 
17th December 
 

School Term Dates 2009 
Term 3  13th July to 18th Sept 
Term 4  5th October to 18th Dec 
 

School Term Dates 2010 
Term 1  1st Feb (students start) to 
26th March 
Term 2  12th April to 25th June  
Term 3  12th July to 17th Sep 
Term 4  4th Oct to 17th Dec 
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The Department of Education and 
Maroondah Secondary College do 
not endorse the products or 
services of any private advertiser.  
No responsibility is accepted by 
the Department of Education and 
Maroondah Secondary College for 
the accuracy of information 
contained in advertisements or 
claims made by them.  
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From The Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 

Here we are at the start of August and as always the excitement is building.  
“Bye Bye Birdie” is on its way.  Once again the cast and crew have been working 
hard to bring yet another outstanding performance to the community.  The 
season will open on the 18th August with the final performance on the evening of 
the 22nd August. 
“Chookas” to all involved, I look forward to the excitement continuing and another 
year’s memorable season. 
I encourage all families to purchase tickets and come along and enjoy the quality 
performance and a special night of family entertainment.  Tickets are on sale 
daily at recess and lunch, please see booking slip at the back of this newsletter.  
I look forward to seeing you at the performances. 
 

Another exciting activity that is currently being planned is our first Business 
Breakfast as part of the Beacon Foundation and in conjunction with the Local 
Learning and Employment Network.  Mr Douglas, Miss Ayres and the team of 
Beacon Ambassadors are busily inviting our local businesses to become 
involved in the event.  If you are aware of any local businesses who might like to 
become involved with the school, please let Mr Douglas or Miss Ayres know.  Of 
course, if you own or run a business, big or small, in the local area and you 
would like to be involved, please let us know.  Do not be shy!  The breakfast is 
being held at Club Ringwood, quite close to the school and the Guest Speaker is 
Elise Klein; CEO of the Mali Initiative. 
 

An invitation to all parents:  Should issues arise at home which might impact on 
your son or daughter and their performance at school, please let us know.  We 
would prefer to be working with our students and families in a pro-active manner 
rather than repairing issues which have developed out of school and manifest 
themselves in behavioural or workload issues at school.  Contact can be made 
directly to the Welfare team or through Mrs Benney (Assistant Principal) or me as 
Principal. 
 

This is an extremely busy period for all students but especially the senior 
students undertaking VCE and VCAL.  Families with students in these senior 
years will understand my concern.  It is vital for all students at all levels to attend 
school every  day, on time, with equipment and ready to learn. 
Parents, please monitor the school diary and ensure that students are in 
attendance everyday with the appropriate equipment.  It has been reported to me 
on several occasions in the past few weeks, that students have been seen at 
Eastland, in the streets, on their bikes and/or skateboards, during school hours.  

        
       Cont…. 



It concerns me that on investigation, these students have been registered on the Absentee Hotline, as not well 
enough for school.  I urge all families to ensure children are attending school every day and engaging in the 
educational programs offered.  Obviously, there will be times when students are genuinely unwell and unable to 
attend.  Where appropriate, if this absence is for a prolonged period, I encourage you to contact the student’s 
mentor and request work to be sent home.  Do not hesitate to contact me directly, if you have concerns with 
regard to this matter. 
 

Barbara Bates 
Principal 

�
�
�
�
Year 11 
Joanna Gagnon - for excellent assignment work in literature. 
Year 10 
Steven Palu - for assistance in setting up the Senior Centre for a major College event. 
Jeoffrey Ang & Sean Kay - for the thoughtfulness in their work experience essays. 
Alec Phyland - for trying hard with his work experience essay. 
Year 9 
Matt Beale - for assistance in setting up the Senior Centre for a major College event. 
Mang Kheng Lawt - for good completion of class work in ESL maths, SOSE and text studies. 
Year 8 
Tayler Johnson - for a great attitude towards learning. 
Year 7  
Nick Bali - for consistently good effort. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Joanna Gagnon           Steven Palu     Jeoffrey Ang 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Sean Kay           Alec Phyland       Matt Beale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
      Mang Kneng Lawt          Tayler Johnson      Nick Bali 

Students of the Week 



 
 
 

The VTAC Guide is out now.  Applications for undergraduate, full-time TAFE (Certificate IV and 
above) and graduate entry education courses must be made through VTAC. All applicants (Current 
Year 12 and Non-Year 12) must apply using the VTAC Online Application on the VTAC website.  
Victorian Tertiary Admissions Centre (VTAC)  
40 Park Street 
South Melbourne VIC 3205 
Ph 1300 364 133 
Website http://www.vtac.edu.au  
The VTAC Guide 2010 is available from all major newsagents throughout Victoria and selected  
interstate newsagents or can be accessed on the VTAC website free of charge.  The closing date for 
timely applications is 5pm, Wednesday, 30th September 2009.  I am hoping all students will have  
applied before we leave for the September holidays.  Late applicants may apply up until 5pm, 14th  
November and Very Late applicants until 5pm, 12th December. A processing fee applies to all  
applications and late fees apply to all applications after 5pm, 30th September 2009. For more  
information on application periods and corresponding fees see the VTAC website or the VTAC Guide 
2010.  I have emailed all students on my system a guide for using the VTAC guide and applying.  If 
they have not received it or you would like a hard copy, they are available from me. 
 
PARENT VTAC INFO SESSION 
I plan to run an Information session for Parents on Tuesday 25th August, 7.00pm.  The VTAC  
procedure will be explained and any other pertinent questions answered.  The session will only go 
ahead if we have enough interested people and will be held in the Senior Centre.  A reminder note will 
be given to students with a reply slip attached.  This will need to be completed and returned to ensure 
that the evening occurs.  
 
MENTOR ASSEMBLIES 
The Year 11s attended an assembly regarding the ‘ironXS project’ run by the Murdoch Children’s  
Research Institute at the Royal Children’s Hospital organised by Mrs Kirby.  The Year 12s will have a 
presentation from the Australian Electoral Commission on Tuesday. 
 
OPEN DAYS 
All the tertiary institutions are running their Open Days throughout August.  We strongly recommend 
Year 11 and Year 12 students attend. 
 
UNIFORM 
Be aware that the College is strongly enforcing its uniform policy.  The policy also applies to uniform 
being worn to and from school.  If there are any issues regarding this please make contact with the 
Student Managers, Assistant Principal or Principal. 
 
Mr. B. Williams 
Senior School Curriculum Manager 

OPEN DAYS THIS TERM!  
Attending university and TAFE Open Days is a great way to find out about them. Here are some dates 
(most are from 10am-4pm):  

Senior School News 

¨ Sun 9 Aug –  Deakin  Uni  (Geelong); RMIT Uni/TAFE; Gordon TAFE ; Victoria Uni/ 
   TAFE (Footscray); William Angliss TAFE  

¨ Sat 15 Aug –  Holmesglen  TAFE 
¨ Sun 16 Aug –  Aust Catholic Uni (Melbourne); Deakin Uni (Warrnambool); La Trobe  

   Uni (Bendigo) Swinburne Uni/TAFE ; Melbourne  Uni,  Sunraysia TAFE   
    (Swan Hill) 
¨ Sun 23 Aug –  Box Hill  TAFE; Deakin  Uni (Melb); La Trobe Uni (Albury/Wodonga) 
¨ Sun 30 Aug –  Australian Catholic Uni (Ballarat); Ballarat Uni ; LaTrobe  Uni    

   (Bundoora)  



 
 
 
 
Year 10 students are currently being counselled by the Year 10 mentor team in preparation for their 
2010 pathway.  It is difficult for counsellors to advise students who have not returned their orange  
subject selection sheet.  Course selections that have been completed and approved are due to be 
submitted to Mr Williams on the 28th of August via mentors. 
 

The team of Beacon Ambassador continue to work hard to ensure there is a healthy attendance at the 
business event now planned for 03/09/2009. 
 

A reminder to all parents of Year 9 students and others that there will be a special evening of  
presentation of the outcomes of student work undertaken in the Integrated program on the 10th of 
September.  Students are developing some terrific work in the form of interviews, articles, films, tables 
et al. – definitely things worth sharing. 
 

Michael Douglas 
Middle School Curriculum Manager 

Middle School News 

Step to the Future 
 

On Monday 27th July, 160 Year 7-9 students travelled to the Convention Centre to attend the Step to 
the Future Forum with 1000 other Victorian school students.  The students heard from four speakers 
who talked about overcoming adversity and taking hold of life’s opportunities.  Armondo Hurley,  
Allana Corbin and Sam Crawthorn have all overcome significant life changing moments in their lives. 
They were able to inspire our students that even when challenges arise, that everyone is able to 
overcome them and make the most of a bad situation.  Armondo had overcome racism and a brutal 
beating, Allana had survived a plane crash that left her with a broken back and doctors told her she 
would not walk again.  Sam was involved in a car crash that resulted in his right arm being  
amputated and difficulty walking.  Despite their situations they have all made significant  
achievements in their lives since these events.  David Brown (Channel 7 weatherman) spoke about 
taking life opportunities and making the most of them.  He spoke of the importance of education in 
achieving one’s best.  At the end of David’s talk Ben Metha (Year 7) went on stage and presented 
the weather using a Chroma key (blue screen).  
 

Students have been working in their mentor groups in the last fortnight discussing issues that were 
raised at the forum.  I have been impressed with the level of discussions and comments that the  
students have produced.  Congratulations to all the students that undertook this fantastic  
opportunity. 
 

“It’s your decision, not your condition that determ ines your situation” 
Sam Crawthorn, Step to the Future speaker 
 

Student feedback 
“Step to the Future was amazing because it really made me think that I should take every chance 
I’m given and not just take the back seat” Jacci 
“Step to the Future was a wakeup call. It was very inspiring and made me look at my life and how 
lucky I am” Bianca 
“Step to the Future was interesting and inspiring because you find out about other people’s lives and 
that you can do whatever you want and nothing can stop you” Hannah 
“Allana Corbin was in a plane crash. She broke her back and she was told she would never walk 
again. Allana never gave up and today is walking again and she is flying too. The message I got 
from her was that nothing is impossible. She is the bravest most inspiring person I’ve ever heard 
about” Renee 
“Sam Crawthorn has a sad story that made me think about how to handle things and not give up 
when life/things get hard or complicated” Aaron 
“The highlight of the day for me was listening to the speakers tell their life stories, their problems and 
how they overcame them” Hala 
“Step to the Future was a really good experience because speakers were inspiring” Dean 



Victorian Certificate of Applied Learning (VCAL)  
 
Students in the VCAL program have been organising industry visits for the benefit of other members 
of the VCAL group to participate in throughout last term and this term.  This is a new initiative this 
year and it is proving very successful.  The process of organising all aspects of the industry visit form 
a part of the students’ assessment.  However, the added benefit is that all students have an  
opportunity to visit many workplaces and hear the ‘grass roots’ stories from employers covering areas 
such as career opportunities and occupational health and safety.  Recent examples of excursions  
include the Country Fire Authority, Essendon Football Club and Lilydale Airport.  Congratulations to 
those VCAL students who have both organised and participated in the VCAL Industry visits program. 
 
Mr. David Lees 
VCAL Coordinator  



Dear Parents/Guardians 
 

Recently there have been a number of cases of 
head lice reported to the College.  It is important to 
work together as a school community to minimise 
the frustration and inconvenience caused by this problem. 
 

It is only by everyone checking regularly that we will be able to make a significant impact to eradicate 
this problem.  Therefore you are asked to check your child’s hair now and regularly from now on.  
Remember, anyone can get head lice and given the chance, head lice will move from head to head 
without discrimination. 
 

The following website  
offers resources and fur-
ther information http://
www.health.vic.gov.au/
headlice. 
 

Jenny Szetey 
College First Aid Officer 
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*Looking for past students * 
 

20 year Reunion 
Maroondah High School/Secondary College  

Class of 1989  
Friday 16 th October  
 7.30pm – 12.30pm  

 Opal Room  
Dorset Gardens Hotel  
Dorset road, Croydon  

$25 on the night 
maroondah1989@gmail.com 

Nicole 9727 2148 

To receive your College Newsletter via 
Email please email 

maroondah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

24 HOUR ABSENTEE HOTLINE 
9539 2345 

Before 9.30am on the day of the absence  



Canteen Volunteers Required  
 

With Government changes and emphasis on 
healthy food choices, Canteens will be spending 
more time on food preparation. This is where 
members of our college community can help. By 
giving up a few hours once a month you would be 
helping lift the workload of our small band of 
volunteers who do a wonderful job in providing a 
healthy menu for our students.  
 

Price Lists are available from the canteen 
 
Barbara Holton 
Canteen Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday  10/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  11/08/2009  M. Carter 
Wednesday  12/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  13/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   14/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
 
Monday  17/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  18/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
Wednesday  19/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  18/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   19/08/2009  Volunteer Required 
 

 
      Specials 

 

      Daily Special 
 

Piroshki (bread pocket with yummy fillings) *Low 
Fat. *No artificial coloring & *No additives. Choice 

of:Beef Noodle & Rice OR Chicken  
Just $2.20 each  

Available recess and lunchtime 
 

Tuesday 
 

Hamburger Day (lunch time only) 
Plain , Lettuce, tomato, onion & 

sauce - $3.00 
With Cheese - $3.50 
With the lot - $4.00 

 

Thursday 
 

Steak Sandwich with Lettuce, tomato & onion  
With FREE small fruit & jelly of your choice - $5.00 

 
*WILL SELL FAST! BE QUICK!* 

� "���"��!�����

First Aid 
 

If your child becomes unwell at the 
school, the approved school  
procedure is that the student should 
report to the First Aid Office. If it is necessary 
for the student to go home either myself or  
another staff member will notify the parent/
guardian. Please note that students are not 
permitted  to phone their parent/guardian  
during school hours and request to be picked 
up. This must be done through the First Aid  
Office. If your child rings you with such a  
request could you please encourage them to 
present to the First Aid Office for treatment and 
if necessary ring the First Aid Office to discuss 
your concerns? 
 

Jenny Szetey 
First Aid Officer 

ABSENTEE HOTLINE PHONE 9539 2345 
 
Please notify student absences to the  
hotline and not the school number. 
 
The Hotline is a 24 hour recorded service provided to 
families for the notification of student absences on 
any day.  The Hotline is checked at 9:30-10:00am 
each day and then at various times throughout the 
day.  We would be very appreciative if you call the 
hotline directly to report all absences, rather than 
calling the school number.  If a student is away from 
school and there has been no previous notification 
and no message left on the hotline, a phone call will 
be made to verify the student absence.  
 
Consequently, our efficiency will be improved if you 
ensure your correct contact details are lodged with 
our administration. 
 
Barbara Bates 
Principal 

  NEW 



Ainslie Park Cricket Club �Players Wanted 

 

Ever wanted to play the game of cricket? 
Ainslie Park is looking for new and  

experienced players, 5-15 
Our family orientated club invites you to try us out 

Free introductory / Registration day 
Saturday August 22nd, 1-4PM 

Topline Sports - 1/31-35 Burgess Road 
Bayswater North 

Games! Giveaways! Free sausage sizzle! 
Contact Ryan 0433 914 215 

www.parkerscricketclub.com.au 
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