
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSW Uniform Shop Located at 
18-20 Railway Ave, Ringwood East 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm  
Sat 9am-5pm 
 
Debutante Ball 
18th July 
 
Snow Trip - Mt Buller 
30th - 31st July 
 
Musical Production 
18th - 22nd August 
 
Immunization Dates 
Year 7 - 16th September 
 
School Term Dates 2009 
Term 3  13th July to 18th Sept 
Term 4  5th October to 18th Dec 
 
 
 
 
 
School Term Dates 2010 
Term 1  1st Feb (students start) to 
26th March 
Term 2  12th April to 25th June  
Term 3  12th July to 17th Sep 
Term 4  4th Oct to 17th Dec 
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The Department of Education 
and Maroondah Secondary 
College do not endorse the 
products or services of any 
private advertiser.  No 
responsibility is accepted by 
the Department of Education 
and Maroondah Secondary 
College for the accuracy of 
information contained in 
advertisements or claims 
made by them.  
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From The Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents and Students, 
 
Since writing the last newsletter article the seven school communities making up 
the Maroondah Education Coalition have undertaken three community 
consultation evenings and a workshop with teams from each of the schools.  
These teams were made up of students, parents, staff, the Assistant Principal 
and Principal. 
 
“Village Well”, a firm who are known as “place makers”, led us through an 
exercise of exploration about our own school and the fears and opportunities 
created by the regeneration notion.  It was an enlightening evening and I was 
personally amazed and heartened to become aware of the similarity in thinking 
that exists across the seven schools.  There is still much to come to terms with, 
much to comprehend, but personally I believe a very strong sense of possibility 
and the knowledge that we are making decisions now that will impact on many 
generations to come.  The progress along the regeneration pathway will unfold 
gradually over the next few months.  The next stage in the planning is the 
community consultation for the primary communities across the Maroondah 
network of schools.  This will commence in early term 3. 
 
Year 11 and 12 students have completed their first examination period of the 
year.  I know it is a stressful time for some students but one, if handled 
thoughtfully, can prepare them positively for the “main game” at the end of the 
year.  Well done to all students for the conscientious manner in which they took 
on the challenges over the examination period.  Your behaviour and attitude was 
recognised and appreciated by the external supervisors and the school staff. 
 
Congratulations to Mr Lees for his hard work and planning for the excellent 
Cultural Program which has been running for Year 9 students over the past two 
weeks.  Obviously, a quality program such as this does not operate in isolation 
and it has been supported fantastically, by the staff and the students.  I look 
forward to the final day’s presentations.   The Cultural Day, including students 
from Ringwood and Parkwood, was a new inclusion to the program and a great 
success. 
 
Over the same period the Year 10 students have been involved in work 
experience, gaining a good understanding of the opportunities provided in a wide 
variety of business.  Thanks to Mr Williams for his coordination of the program 
and to the Year 10 mentor staff (and some non Yr 10 mentor staff) for making 
contact with all of the students over this period. 
      Continued….  



Reports will be distributed to the Year 7 to Year 10 students on Friday with the Year 11 and 12 students  
receiving reports in the first week of next term.  Please consider the content of the reports and have  
discussions with your child/children.  This is a really valuable exercise and can assist teenagers to establish 
relevant and achievable goals for the commencement of Semester 2 studies.  Please do not hesitate to make 
contact with the school if you have and concerns. 
 
Have a wonderful break over the holiday, be safe and return refreshed for the rigors of Semester 2. 
 
Barbara Bates 
Principal 

IMPORTANT NOTICE REGARDING UNIFORM 
 

Could I please remind students and parents about the correct wearing of the college uniform?  As the cold 
weather has come upon us, the wearing of non-uniform items has increased, and we are asking for your assis-
tance in ensuring students comply with the college Uniform Policy.  Please take the time over the school holi-
days to make sure you have the correct items of uniform, including shoes .  White t-shirts or long-sleeved tops 
(only) are permitted under polo-tops, and jumpers should be worn over the top for additional warmth.  A college 
jacket is available for purchase, and non-college jackets and “hoodies” are not permitted to be worn at, or com-
ing to and from, the college. Scarves should be navy or white only, and hats may not be worn inside school 
buildings.   In addition, please remember that correct footwear is also required - school shoes must be lace up 
or t-bar – slip on shoes are not  permitted as they are  
dangerous, and have the potential to cause injury.  All shoes must be completely black – coloured stripes, 
laces or accents are not permitted.   If you are unsure, please check the front of the college diary, where all 
items of uniform are clearly explained.   
 
Judi Benney 
Assistant Principal 

To receive your College Newsletter via 
Email please email 

maroondah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

24 HOUR ABSENTEE HOTLINE 
9539 2345 

Before 9.30am on the day of the absence  

�

Lost Property 
 

Are your students missing any items of 
their school uniform? 

 

Many of these find their way in to our  
Lost Property Box which is located near 

the General Office. 
 

It is important that uniforms are clearly 
named so that they can be returned to 

their owners. 

            VET - Sport and Recreation Class 
          ‘Make a Wish’ mini fete 

 

For the Year 12 Sport and Recreation VET class at Norwood Secondary College, we had to organise a 
major event for the year and myself and three other students organised and ran a mini fete on the 14th of 
June. At the fete, we had Karate Demonstrations, Fairy Floss, lolly bags, Craft Stall, Face Painting,  
Jumping Castle, Sausage Sizzle, a raffle, Tea and Coffee and a Cake stall. 
 
The organisation for this event included calling, writing and visiting many different companies for dona-
tions and support; usually to get turned down!  It also included speaking to principals, the Maroondah 
council, school councils and the many people who kindly donated their time and goods for our fete. The 
fete was an enjoyable experience for all of us, in which we won’t forget. We now have a greater apprecia-
tion for how much effort and organisation it takes to successfully run an event such as this. 
 
A total of $424.70 was made and profited to the Make a Wish Foundation 
 

Duana Mcleod, Year 12 



 
 
 
 

Reports 
Reports for the first half of the year will be  
distributed after the Year 11s and 12s come 
back from holidays.  These are the only reports 
Year 12s will receive for the year. Please ask 
your student to see a copy of their report. 
 
Subject Changes 
Year 11s can change subjects at half year.  This 
is dependent upon subject availability and  
numbers.  Most of these have been completed 
as we are two weeks into Unit 2. 
 
Tertiary Information Service 
On Wednesday 29th July Year 12 students who 
wish to apply for a Tertiary place will be  
attending the TIS event at Swinburne, Lilydale 
from 1.15 - 2.45 pm. 
 
TIS stands for Tertiary Information Service and 
is a collection of university, TAFE and other 
education providers who run a free information 
service. 
 
A panel of experts presents information on  
topics like: 

¨ The VTAC application process 
¨ Choosing a course 
¨ Accommodation 
¨ Scholarships 
¨ Special admissions schemes 
¨ Fees and finances 
¨ Open days 
 

There is also an expo where the students can 
approach representatives for specific  
information and collect brochures. 
 
Many schools in the Maroondah and Knox  
regions will be attending TIS events over a three 
day period.  Our session has been allocated for 
that Tuesday afternoon. 
 
I would encourage all students to attend.  VCAL 
students are the exception to this as they are 
unable to access University entry at this stage. 
 
TIS is a fantastic opportunity to access all 
Victorian universities, local TAFEs and other 
education providers to find out the ‘nitty 
gritty’ details about tertiary education. 
 
 

Senior School News 

Car Drivers 
A reminder to student drivers that in order to 
keep track of the vehicles that will be driven to 
school and parked at the College, we ask that 
they complete a ‘Student Drivers Form’ and  
return it to Mr. Williams. 
 
The car is to be used as a mode of transport to  
and from  school.  It should not be used during 
the day for a quick trip somewhere and then  
return back to attend class.  
 
We are asking the students to: 

1. Take only one passenger at a time.  This 
passenger will be announced on the 
“Driving to School Form” which will be 
signed by the parents of the driver and 
the passenger. 

2. Park at the primary school side of the 
top car park or over at the pine tree car 
park if there are no spaces available. 

3. Not  to park in Cutts Ave. 
4. Not leave the school grounds during 

school hours without permission from 
the Year 12 Coordinator. 

5. Never drive through the school grounds 
(other than the top car park). 

6.    Always drive responsibly. 
 
Mr. Barry Williams 
Senior School Curriculum Manager 

Year 10 Work Experience ends for most year 10 
students 26/10.  Staff members from the Col-
lege have been endeavouring to visit every stu-
dent in their placements although with students 
in placements as far flung as WA this is not al-
ways possible.  Already the College has had 
lots of positive feedback all of which continues 
to validate the program. 
 
As advised in the previous Newsletter, the Col-
lege will have an Information Evening  for all 
Year 10 students AND those Year 9 students 
that are considering a VCE subject next year in 
the College Theatre  16/7/09 7.00 – 8.30pm. 
 
Year 9 students have been involved in the 
“Other Cultures”  program from Monday 15/6 
and finishing on the last day of Semester 1 
26/6/09.  In this program Year 9s have under-
taken different learning in different groups and 
been involved in many different activities. 
 

                                                                 Continued….  

Middle School News 



Some of the outcomes produced so far have 
been excellent and indicative of the worth of this 
program. 
 

Year 10 reports for Semester 1 will be posted as 
they are on Work Experience and reports can-
not be distributed in the normal manner.  Year 9  
students will be given theirs in the mentor meet-
ing at the end of term.  Parents can  
expect to examine and read these crucial  
statements about student progress on Friday 
26/6. 
 

There have been many highlights in the Middle 
School program some of which are: 
 

· “Challenge 09”  
· “Other Cultures”  – some of the  

student outcomes have been  
dazzlingly impressive 

· Year 10 Work Experience  
· The high level of Middle School  

students involved in a range of extra-
curricular programs 

· FONO – a superb night of presentation 
and entertainment 

· The introduction of the Beacon  
Program  into the lives of students at 
MSC 

· The continued development of the  
College’s Mentoring program 
 

The academic excellence achieved by so many 
Middle School students as acknowledged in mid 
year reports 
 
Mr. Michael Douglas 
Middle School Curriculum Manager 

Junior School News  
 
 
Student Progress 
 

With the junior students receiving their reports 
this week, I encourage all parents to take the 
time to discuss your child’s achievements in the 
first semester. Students will be evaluating their 
reports in Mentor meetings early in term 3 and 
highlighting the areas of concern, which they will 
need to concentrate on in semester 2. I would 
encourage all parents to discuss any concerns 
with their child’s class teacher or mentor.  
Parent/Teacher interview do not occur until 
week 10 of term 3, and it is important to ensure 
your child is starting the semester as best they 
can.  

Step to the Future Forum 
 
The “Step to the Future Forum” is taking place 
on Monday 27th July. The forum is presented to  
instil in the lives of young people throughout 
Australia, new hopes, dreams and aspirations 
for their future. The forums give them new  
perspectives, ideas and strategies on how to  
develop successful careers and create  
meaningful and fulfilling lives in the rapidly 
changing world of the 21st century.  
 
The one-day interactive forums feature a range 
of speakers who have made significant achieve-
ments in many walks of life - entertainment, 
sport, business, government, community. They 
tell stories of significant events in their lives and 
show how regardless of circumstances, success 
comes from personal enterprise, imagination, 
motivation, inspiration, perseverance,  
compassion and love. These stories highlight 
the power of the human spirit and show how 
anyone can overcome adversity to create their 
own future and shape their own destiny. 
 
Maroondah, along with the Step to the Future 
Foundation is funding the attendance of all  
students in years 7-9. Students will need to 
cover the cost of transport into the Melbourne 
Convention Centre.  
 
More details and student permission forms will 
be handed out with their reports. This is a  
fantastic opportunity for our students and it will 
benefit their aspirations greatly  
 
Mr. Mark Dewar 
Junior School Curriculum Manager 
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On Friday the 19th June Miss Sahr’s Year 8 Integrated Project class went to Cherry Tree Grove Retirement  
Village on Maroondah Highway. We walked there from school as it only takes 5 minutes.  
 
The atmosphere at the village is heart-warming. From the moment I stepped into the community I felt  
welcomed as it looked nice and the staff members were lovely.  
 
We went into a sitting room and there were nine elderly residents waiting to be interviewed. I was paired with 
Jess Fry and together we interviewed an elderly lady who had really pretty blue eyes and curly hair. Miss Sahr 
arranged with the staff to ask the elderly residents to bring a photo or an object along so we had a focus for the 
interview. The elderly lady that we interviewed brought along a photo of three of her grandchildren.  
 
My whole experience there was incredible! I would love to continue these studies next semester and I would 
love to go back to Cherry Tree Grove Retirement Village another day. 
By Maddie York 
 
 
I thought it was fun to do the interviews, even though it was sometimes hard because he [the elderly man I  
interviewed] had trouble hearing and sometimes couldn’t understand what I was saying. It was also difficult as 
he would often repeat things he had already said and sometimes answer something completely different to 
what I had asked. But despite all this I thought it was a good experience. 
By Dean Hopkinson 
 
 
We enjoyed it even though we were all a bit nervous. Our lady was very nice and friendly. She told us many 
stories about World War II.  
 
They have many things in Cherry tree grove such as pools, pool table, concert area, hair dressing salon and 
many other amazing things. We enjoyed ourselves and hope to do it again another time. 
By Rebecca Paul and Bianca Scott 
 
 
What I enjoyed most about this excursion was hearing the interesting facts about the life of the man I  
interviewed. It was nice to see how excited the residents were to see us kids come from school to speak with 
them. 
By Callum Kessack 
 
 
The lady we spoke to has lived at Cherry Tree Grove Retirement Village for 19 ½ years. She is a creative soul. 
She has written some children’s stories and even published her own book! The illustrations in the book are all 
hand drawn by this gentle, elderly lady. The garden at Cherry Tree Grove and other places were her  
inspiration. She has a great imagination. Unfortunately, she no longer writes stories because her hand shakes 
all the time.  
Together we enjoyed hearing about this lady’s life, past and present, as well as reading/flicking through her 
published book.  
By Rayannon Innes & Vanessa Howell 
 
 
What Jess [Daniels] and I really liked about visiting the village was that we got to learn about other people’s 
lives. The lady we interviewed named her walking frame Mr.ED! The thing that we found most interesting about 
this lady was that she met The Queen because she was in the army. She also got a tele-message from the 
Queen for her diamond wedding anniversary. 
By Hala Badenhop 
 
 
The experience that we all had at the retirement village was so much fun! It was good to get out of the school, 
talk to the elderly people and learn about different people’s lives and how different things were in the past.  
By Renee Freeland  



         Please  Check  Out  Our  New  Website 
 

Maroondah Secondary College’s brand new website is now up and running. Our new 
website address is www.maroondahsc.vic.edu.au or you can Google search  
Maroondah Secondary College and it will find our web site for you. 
 

The new website has links to the school intranet so students can download work from teachers or  
upload work to teachers from home.  It also has lots of news, photos and information of interest to all 
school community members.  There is also a copy of our fortnightly newsletter. 
 
Our new website is sponsored by local businesses.  This means that each time anybody visits our 
website, the school receives some income. 
 
We are asking families therefore to visit our website and MAKE OUR WEBSITE YOUR HOME PAGE. 
Each time someone accesses the internet from home, our page will come up and the school receives 
income without it costing parents any extra. 
 
STEPS TO TURN OUR WEBSITE INTO YOUR INTERNET HOME PAGE: 
1. Access the website by typing the above address or by Google search. 
2. Click ‘tools’ (top right hand corner). 
3. Click ‘Internet Options’ (at the bottom). 
4. Select ‘Use Current’. 
5. Click ‘Ok’ and ‘Close’. 
 
Maroondah’s website will now become your new internet home page and you can then travel via  
internet to where ever you wish. 

   Boys Year 7 Soccer  
 
Congratulations to the boys soccer teams that competed at the district  
competition on Friday. The yellow team worked hard all day but unfortunately 
did not manage a victory. The Blue team endured some close matches and  
prevailed in one with a narrow victory over Croydon 3 - 2. The boys scored 
some great goals and enjoyed the day. Well done to Sam Flynn, Zach Flynn, 
Zach Nathan, Chris Canning, Sinory Sun, Kyle Williamson, Ben Cookney, 
Wuok Thiwat, Ethan Hunt, Ashley Unsworth, Jason Dick, Ben Metha, Tomas 
Clift, Eh Sher Pway and Adam Wilmot. 

NOTIFICATION OF COLLEGE POLICY  
 
Education sub-Committee of School Council have reviewed college Policy Development and placed a 
draft document on the web-site for comment.  Members of the community are therefore invited to view 
the policy, and forward comments prior to the document being presented to School Council in July. 
 
Judi Benney 
Assistant Principal 



 
 
 
 
 
 
��������� �	 �
��� �
 �
�����	������

��
����������������	�

��
��
���������������������
��������

��������������

���
����������������
�

������	������������������������
��	�����
�����	���� ���������������������
�������	�������������
������� ��� !"�
 !"� �#$�"%�
�
 !"� !"� �#$�"���&&���	����������������'���
���&&�� ������(	�������������������
����
�������	������%��	 ��������)�
�����
� ��
��)����"&����*���&�������)�	����������
� �����
��	��'���
������+�	��(��������
����&
�������� ��
��
�����'������������
������%��&�����*�������)�	��� �����)������������&���������&
��������
����%��&���� ,��
����	��&�����������#�����&����-�'�����	�����
� ��
� ������������(��
�����	��(��&
%�#������������������� ���&�
�������&����&�������&���������������
,����
������%� �
�
����������
�(�&&���
���������&��������������.������ �&����
����(��	�����&&.���������'���%�/������������ ��
�(�������&�)�0	���(�����	��	�����%��&&�����	���	��� �����	�����(�������&���
�������
������ �	����&��	����
1��� ����/���	���2��������������
����1���)���&���&����%� �	�����������������&��������������
�������(��	����� ��&�'��
��
���� 1�(�3���&����� ����4���� )�����	����&&������	���&��
�(��&&������'����
��	��� �����������
���&����
�
�(�����������
���
����&��	���
�����&��������������� &�
���%��
������	��������&���� ��
�������(�������&����������� ��&������&&����������(���%� ��
���������	���	������ ��������
������
�	��������	���	����� 1�����&��������� �(	���	�������)���
��	��5�����&���&����(����������� �������%��	����������
	����	�&
��������&���&������������	�������������&�� ����%�������
���
�
��	��� ��
���(�&&������	��� 0���3����/��� ����
�	��"
���&&������	�(%�/��,�����	���(	��&��������	�� (	�&��������)��������������'�������	��������
���	�� ���&�'��
��	�������	���6��	�(%� 1�������������
���"������ ��������&��������	�����������&�������"
���&&����%��
����� ��
�����������
�������
�(��	�	���&������
���� ����������	����(��(��	��	�����������%�1�����&������ ��(��	��
�&�������
��������
�������������������
%��	�������� ������(�������&�����������
������
��	����(��������� ���
��
��7�������	������ /�
� %�#����)����&&�(������������	������
������&
������� &��������������	�������)�����
�����
�	������,��������%��	��
���
��������������	��3����� �������������������	����	�����������
���)�����&���� ,��&��
.
�����
����������	�.��

������	��%��	�����
��������
 ����������� ������	�#��� %�/�������������
�(��	�1���)�
��
�#����(��	��&���������	��&���&��������� #���� %�0�	���	��������������&�
�� ��3������3����,����$� ���
� *������
��1�����8��� %��
������
4��������������	����	���	�(�(�&&�����	�����������	� �����	������������	������)���
�(��	�����	����	��(	� &��
��	��&���������������������	��
��	�����
�������
��	 �(��	�����������9�
�
�	��'��
�	��*��
������������

�

4�:�"$�
��:!�03$��"3"*10:"�1�:$�"���80#� !"� !"� �# $�")�*3"��"�$0:��"��0�
�1"���1003�088��"%�



 

 

 

PARENT COMMUNICATION 

As you would be aware, Victoria is now in a modified ‘sustain’ phase of its plan to manage the impact of H1N1 Influenza 
(Human Swine Flu) in our community. 

This means that only children confirmed by a doctor as having the virus will be quarantined. Those sharing a house with a 
confirmed case will not be required to enter quarantine, unless they too are confirmed as having the virus. 

Classes who may have been in contact with a confirmed case will no longer be quarantined, and schools will no longer be 
partially or fully closed.  

Students who are feeling unwell should remain at home and not attend school. Students and families with flu-like  
symptoms are advised to seek medical attention and limit their contact with others. 
If your child becomes ill at school, we will contact you immediately and ask you to arrange to collect your child. Please 
make sure that we have your up-to-date contact details. 

It should be remembered, however, that the virus has so far been mild and can be compared to our normal winter flu.  

Good general hygiene remains the best defence against the flu and families should continue to ensure children regularly 
washing their hands and cover their nose and mouth if sneezing and coughing. This practice is being reinforced with your 
children while at school.  

If you have any specific concerns: 

Visit www.health.vic.gov.au 

Call the Swine Influenza Hotline on 180 2007   

Call Nurse-on-Call  on 1300 606 024 – for expert health information (freecall 24 hours, 7 days) 

Visit your doctor (GP) – if you have an influenza-like illness (fever, cough and fatigue).  

The Department of Human Services is also continuing to ask parents of children returning from USA, Canada, Japan, 
Mexico and Panama to voluntarily keep their children home for seven (7) days from arrival back in Australia. This is a  
further precautionary measure to assist in managing the further spread of the virus. 
 
Please note: it is important that parents keep their contact details up-to-date. If there 
are any changes could you please let the office know as soon as possible. 



Canteen Volunteers Required  
 

With Government changes and emphasis on 
healthy food choices, Canteens will be spending 
more time on food preparation. This is where 
members of our college community can help. By 
giving up a few hours once a month you would be 
helping lift the workload of our small band of 
volunteers who do a wonderful job in providing a 
healthy menu for our students.  
 

Price Lists are available from the canteen 
 
Barbara Holton 
Canteen Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday  13/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  14/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
Wednesday  15/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  16/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   17/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
 
Monday  20/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  21/07/2009  M. Carter 
Wednesday  22/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  23/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   24/07/2009  Volunteer Required 
 
 

Specials 
 

Daily Specials 
 

Hot soup - Hearty Vegetable  
$1.50 per cup 

Hot buttered corn Cobette 50 c each 
Chocolate Mousse - small $1.20 

          large $1.50 
 
 

Weekly Specials 
 

Meal Deal 1 
Fish Burger (with lettuce and tartare 
sauce) Plus  small chocolate mousse 
Plus  Juice Box of your choice - $5.00 

(Only Available Tuesday and  
Wednesday) 
 

Meal Deal 2 
Chicken Parma Meal with  

potato, peas & carrots Plus  Jelly and 
custard $5.00 

(Thursday Only) 
 

 
Fortnightly Special 

 
Chicken Souvlaki with 2 Free chocolate crackles 

$5.00 Save 60c 
(Friday Only) 

 
 

*WILL SELL FAST! BE QUICK!* 

��������� +����

First Aid 
 

If your child becomes unwell at the 
school, the approved school  
procedure is that the student should 
report to the First Aid Office. If it is necessary 
for the student to go home either myself or  
another staff member will notify the parent/
guardian. Please note that students are not 
permitted  to phone their parent/guardian  
during school hours and request to be picked 
up. This must be done through the First Aid  
Office. If your child rings you with such a  
request could you please encourage them to 
present to the First Aid Office for treatment and 
if necessary ring the First Aid Office to discuss 
your concerns? 
 

Jenny Szetey 
First Aid Officer 

ABSENTEE HOTLINE PHONE 9539 2345 
 
Please notify student absences to the  
hotline and not the school number. 
 
The Hotline is a 24 hour recorded service provided to 
families for the notification of student absences on 
any day.  The Hotline is checked at 9:30-10:00am 
each day and then at various times throughout the 
day.  We would be very appreciative if you call the 
hotline directly to report all absences, rather than 
calling the school number.  If a student is away from 
school and there has been no previous notification 
and no message left on the hotline, a phone call will 
be made to verify the student absence.  
 
Consequently, our efficiency will be improved if you 
ensure your correct contact details are lodged with 
our administration. 
 
Barbara Bates 
Principal 
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