MAROONDAH
SECONDARY

COLLEGE

PSW Uniform Shop Located at

18-20 Railway Ave, Ringwood East

Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm
Sat 9am-5pm

Camps Week
16th - 20th February

School Photo Day
24th February

EMA Deadline First Instalment
27th February

Swimming Carnival
3rd March

Labor Day Public Holiday
9th March

Immunization Dates
Year 7 & 10 18th March
Year 7 19 May

Year 7 16th September

School Term Dates 2009
Term 1 2nd February to 3rd April
Term 2 20th April to 26th June
Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept
Term 4 5th October to 18th Dec

The Department of Education
and Maroondah Secondary
College do not endorse the
products or services of any
private advertiser. No
responsibility is accepted by
the Department of Education
and Maroondah Secondary
College for the accuracy of
information contained in
advertisements or claims
made by them.
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Dear Parents & Guardians,

It is a great pleasure to welcome everyone back to the start of the new
school year. We hope you have had a restful holiday, and have survived a
very hot week last week! We extend a warm welcome also to students
and families who are new to Maroondah Secondary College, and look
forward to your involvement in the college community.

In line with our progressive thinking and understanding of the ways in
which we can best provide for our students, there have been a number of
changes within the college this year, and we ask you to familiarize
yourself with the following:

4-Period Day: After extensive research, and in line with the other
members of the Maroondah Education Coalition, Maroondah
Secondary College has moved to a 4-period day, commencing this
year. Bell times will be printed at the end of this article for your
perusal.

Changes to student co-ordination:  The administration of student
matters has been divided into two areas — namely curriculum and
student management. Our aim is to focus on each student reaching
their educational potential, and accordingly we have appointed
Curriculum Managers at Senior, Middle and Junior Schools. Mr.
Williams, Mr. Douglas and Mr. Dewar will oversee the educational
outcomes of students in each area. Student Management will be
across the whole school, and not at a particular level. Mrs. Arambasic,
Miss Fechner and Miss Pate will take up these positions.

New mentoring programme: In line with this focus on individual
student achievement, we have departed from the traditional “Form
Assembly” in the morning, and will instead allocate a mentor to every
student in the college, from Year 7 -12. Students will meet twice
weekly with their mentor and work with the staff member toward the
goals determined by the Curriculum Managers.

Continued...
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Mentor meetings are a core component of the curriculum, and we urge all parents and guardians to
use their child’s mentor as a regular means of communication with the college. This week will start
with students meeting their mentors, and we will be asking them to provide us with an e-mail ad-
dress and/or phone contact to enhance the communication between home and school.

Extended school days: In line with the new arrangements detailed above, the school day will
be extended on Tuesdays and Fridays each week. At the present time we are under
negotiations with the bus companies to ensure that adequate provision is made. Accordingly,
STARTING time will be 8.45 a.m. and our FINISHING time will be at 3.10 p.m. on Tuesdays and
Fridays until further notice.

“Challenge 09”:  As part of the core curriculum of the college, and in accordance with our
educational focus, all students will participate in the “Challenge 09” program during the week of
February 16-20. You may have received information regarding the program at the end of 2008,
and curriculum managers will update you in the first week of term. We ask all parents and
guardians to ensure that their child participates in this important part of the school calendar.
There are a range of options which take individual needs into account — if you are in any doubt or
have concerns, please do not hesitate to contact your child’s mentor or appropriate curriculum
manager.

College Diaries: All students have been issued with a college diary this week. This is an
important part of our communication with you at home, and you are encouraged to regularly
check it for messages, homework and as a reminder of college policies and protocols.

Uniform: Please take the time to remind your child about the appropriate wearing of the college
uniform. Full details are contained in the front of the Diary. In particular, please ensure that
appropriate footwear is worn — students are required to wear school shoes which either lace up
or have a T-bar and buckle up. This is an important safety issue — “slip-on” shoes are not
appropriate and may cause accidents. Shoes are required to be plain black, with no other
markings.

Thank you for your on-going support. We look forward to a challenging and rewarding year ahead.

Yours sincerely,

Barbara Bates
Principal

4 PERIOD DAY - BELL TIMES

Judi Benney
Assistant Principal

Mon, Wed, Thurs. Tues, Friday**
Warning Bell 8.43 8.38
Period 1 8.50 8.45
Recess 10.02 - 10.30 9.55-10.20
Period 2 10.30 -11.42 10.20 -11.30
Period 3 11.42 - 12.54 11.30-12.40
Lunch 12.54 —1.48 12.40-1.30
Mentor Meeting - 1.30-2.00
Period 4 1.48 - 3.00 2.00- 3.10

**Please note the earlier start on Tuesdays and Fridays. These bell times may be adjusted once the bus timetable has

been confirmed.




Senior School News

In the coming weeks Year 12 will undertake

activities designed to prepare them for their

final school years scholastically, socially and
emotionally.

The Year 12's will attend Swinburne University,
Lilydale on Friday, 13" February for the day.
This is part of a wonderful educational union
between Norwood, Parkwood, Ringwood,
Croydon, Heathmont Secondary Colleges and
us. By pooling our finances we can employ
highly regarded educational presenters.
Students will need to make their own way there
and home. The day will start at 9 am and finish
at 3.00 pm. The cost is $40 . This includes
lunch, morning tea, hire of presenters,
production of notes from sessions, hire of
venue. We believe this is fantastic value and we
are very excited by this unique innovation.
Students will be expected to wear school
uniform. More information about this will be
given to students.

ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO
ATTEND.

We hope that students and parents will recog-
nise the value of these sessions to assist in the
successful completion of V.C.E or VCAL. The
school expects every student to be present

in order to take advantage of this opportunity to
improve themselves both as students and
citizens. The only exception may be VCAL
students who have employment on that day.

The next week is Camps week for Maroondah
and the Year 12s will attend the whole week at
school. Again this is compulsory attendance for
students. Class work will be set as well as
sessions that will focus on assisting students to
make the most of their final year of schooling.
We will be using staff members and employing
speakers. These guests will include health
educators, employment and tertiary education
presenters, organisational speakers, the police
and others. Topics covered by staff and guests
will look at study skills, where to after year 12,
study timetables, V.C.E. and VCAL organisation,
road safety and party safety, V.C.E. and VCAL
administration procedures, community service,
note taking and reading skills, physical activity
and other topics.

Dr Michael Carr-Gregg will present a session for
parents and students on Wednesday 25
February at Deakin University — (Burwood Road
campus), Burwood Road, Burwood. (Melway Map
61,B5), 7.15pm for a 7.30pm start. Ample parking
is available on site — see Melway map 577 (Map
of Deakin University Campus). This is free but not
compulsory. Parents, | encourage you to attend
as Dr.Carr-Gregg has some helpful information
on how to survive and succeed in VCE. Dr. Carr-
Gregg is a highly respected and sort after
psychologist. He specialises in assisting parents
of adolescents and the mental health of
adolescents . We hope this will be a most
informative evening and that it will provide some
strategies for the parents of senior school
students.

Mr. Barry Williams
Curriculum Manager

Middle School News

Dear Parents,

| am pleased to report a very smooth start to a
year which will be very different given the

College’s organisational changes including the
four period timetable and implementation of an
enhanced and higher profile mentoring system.

| take this opportunity to remind all that the
College’s “Challenge 09” program commences on
the 16th February. Preparations are well under
way to ensure the smooth running of this
experience. Please make sure Permission Forms
and other essential paperwork is completed and
returned ASAP.

We welcome all students back to the College
after the Christmas break including all those new
to the Middle School program at Maroondah.

Mr. Michael Douglas
Curriculum Manager

To receive your College Newsletter via Emalil
please email
Maroondah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au




Junior School News

All junior students have received their 2009
Challenge Camp forms. These should be returned
to the Junior School Office as soon as possible.
The camp will take place from Monday 16"-
Thursday 19" February at Torquay. Please read
the packing list carefully to ensure your child is
appropriately prepared for the camp. While we are
expecting fantastic weather, students should be
adequately prepared for all weather situations
including a plastic raincoat/waterproof parka.
Sunscreen and a hat are essential as well as
t-shirts. Girls should remember to pack t-shirts not
singlets, to avoid sunburn. Each student should
also have a pair of closed shoes (runners) as they
are required in some activities.

The camp is a fantastic opportunity for your child to
develop new friendships, learn new skills and to
take responsibility for themselves during the 4 day
camp program. If you have any concerns about the
camp program or the cost of the camp, please
contact me at the College

Mr. Mark Dewar
Curriculum Manager

PE/Health Notice

Due to the changes to the timetable, the
organisation and delivery of the Physical Education
program in 2009 differs to previous years. All
middle school flexicore classes will now complete
two practical classes each week (four each
fortnight). Year 7 classes have 3 PE and 3 Sport
classes each fortnight and year 8 have 2 PE and

2 sport classes each fortnight.

To ensure that your child is appropriately prepared
for each practical session, please assist your child
with the organising of their correct college PE
uniform for each practical session. This must be
brought to school and students will change at the
commencement of the PE session. The uniform
consists of the navy blue college PE polo and navy
blue sports shorts/track pants. Students should not
be wearing their school pants or standard uniform
shorts. It is also essential that students are
wearing shoes that are appropriate for sport.

On occasion, if your child is unable to bring their PE
uniform that day, they may bring a full change of
other clothes with a note signed by the parent/
guardian. If they are injured or unable to participate,
a note is required.

With the recent hot weather it is recommended that
all students wear hats during PE and Sport for the
duration of term 1 and 4. PE staff will provide
students with sunscreen each session. Students
should also bring a drink bottle containing water to
PE/Sport to ensure they are maintaining their
hydration levels.

The PE department welcomes Lauren Moulynox
who is replacing Carolyn Ayres for the semester.
Carolyn is taking some much deserved long service
leave and we wish her an enjoyable break.

Please contact your child’s PE/Sport teacher if you
have any concerns.

Mr. Mark Dewar

WORLD CHALLENGE 09

PARENT-STUDENT MEETING

There will be a parent and student meeting for all
those students who are going on the World
Challenge trip to Thailand and Laos in the Senior
Centre classroom on Wednesday 11" February
from 6.00pm to 7.00pm. The purpose of the
meeting is to update progress on planning and a
cultural presentation. We will also discuss the
expedition health and vaccinations, fitness and
gear lists and the training camp weekend.

NEW TEAM MEMBERS WANTED

Any student who is interested in joining up for the
World Challenge trip in November this year, and
would like more information please see Mrs Jenny
Peters or Mrs Sarah Cultrera.

FUNDRAISING

To help raise money for our trip we are holding
another Tupperware Party in the Library on
Thursday 12" February at 4.00 pm. Come along
to the cool Library and enjoy afternoon tea and a
friendly chat and at the same time take a look at
some new and exciting products from Tupperware.
All welcome!!




ABSENTEE HOTLINE PHONE 9539 2345
Please notify student absences to the hotline

and not the school number.

The Hotline is a 24 hour recorded service provided
to families for the notification of student absences on
any day. The Hotline is checked at 9:30-10:00am
each day and then at various times throughout the
day. We would be very appreciative if you call the
hotline directly to report all absences, rather than
calling the school number. If a student is away from
school and there has been no previous notification
and no message left on the hotline, a phone call will
be made to verify the student absence. Consquently,
our efficiency will be improved if you ensure your
correct contact details are lodge with our
administration.

Barbara Bates
Principal
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Monday 09/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Tuesday 10/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Wednesday 11/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Thursday  12/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Friday 13/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Monday 16/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Tuesday 17/02/2009 M. Carter

Wednesday 18/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Thursday  19/02/2009 Volunteer Required
Friday 20/02/2009 Volunteer Required

Hi everyone and welcome back. A special hello to
all families of new students.

The following information is designed to help
answer any questions you may have about the
canteen.

Lunch Orders

Paper bags for lunch orders may be obtained
from the side window of the Canteen at recess.
Name, Year level and items required must be
clearly written in the centre of the bag with money
enclosed. A member of our student staff will be
there to assist. Please return to the same location
at lunchtime to receive your order. All students
with known food allergies wishing to purchase
from the canteen are required to inform the
Manager asap.

Lost Lunch or Left at Home

A student may receive a lunch from the canteen
by obtaining a permission slip from Miss Bates or
a Student Manager. Payment for the lunch is
required on the next school day. Please see Mrs.
Holton, Canteen Manager.

22
Currently consists of one full time Manager, two
parent helpers and eighteen student staff ranging
from Years 8-12. One Student Volunteer is
required.

Confectionary Withdrawal

2009 will see the removal of confectionary from
Government Schools. Although the guidelines are
not set as yet, we do know (thanks to

information received from the Australian School
Canteen Association) that lollies of all kinds will
be removed including chocolate, carob and cough
lollies as well. Savoury items such as chips are
not affected, these products fall into the Amber
classification which stands for ‘Choose Carefully’.
Cakes have not been defined as yet but it is my
understanding that if sugar is not the main
ingredient then that product will not be restricted.

Although transition to healthier food choices may
seem frustrating to some students | think our
exciting new menu will entice the most hardened
critic.
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With Government changes and emphasis on
healthy food choices, Canteens will be spending
more time on food preparation. This is where
members of our college community can help. By
giving up a few hours once a month you would be
helping lift the workload of our small band of
volunteers who do a wonderful job in providing a
healthy menu for our students.

Price Lists
Please see attached price list.

Barbara Holton
Canteen Manager



Maroondah secondary college canteen menu for 2009
HOT FOU_[_) COLD FOOD Extras:
A |Pie $ 290 | G |Sandwitches: $ 3.60 Cheese 40¢
~Ham, cheese + tomato Lettuce 30¢
A |Saussage roll ~Egg + lettuce Avocado B0C
~Small $ 080 ~Full salad |Pineapple 50¢
~Medium S 200 ~Ham + Salad Alfalfa 50c
~Large S 250 ~Pineapple, cheese + ham
~Chicken, mayo + advacado Tomato sauce 20¢
GORMET PASTERIES Sweet n sour sauce 20c
A |Vegitarian pastie S 3.60 | G |Ham +tomato $ 2,60 Lite mayo 20c
A |Cottage pie S5 360 BBQ sauce 20¢
A |Vegetable roll 5 3.50 Wraps Horse radish 20¢
CHICKEN Ham, cheese, pineapple, Cranberry sauce 20c
A |Crunchy Royal G alfalfa $ 3.50 French mustard 20¢
A |Sweet Chili Tender § 1.70 | G |Chicken & coleslaw § 350 American 20¢
A |Lemon Chicken 5 170 Chutney 20c
A |Sakt + Vinegar $ 170 Seafood & lettuce, Sweet mustard 20¢
A |Country Style Chicken S Loo seafood sauce, mayo Pickles 20c
A [Honey dippin 5 0.60 |G |andasqueeze oflemon| $ 3.50 HEALTHY OPTIONS
A |Sweet Chili dippin S 080 Chicken coleslaw cheese Pancake (w lite cream) *
HOT ROLLS G & lettuce S 3,50 | A [Fruit scones (w butter} *
Texas roll- 4 meat balls with Apple pie [w [ite cream) *
lettuce and bbg sauce, in a sundried tomato grilled G |Watermelon slices S 040
A roll 5 360 eggplant cheese G_|Frozen pineapple ring S 040
G pincapple & carrot | § 3,50 | G |Bag of frozen Grapes *
Crunchy chicken royal, with DRINKS A [Grape pebbles $ 040
A lettuce and mayoinaroll |§ 3.60| A |can $ 200
A [390mL $ 2.60 | A |Apricon marbles $ 040
Sweet chili chicken with A [450mL $ 280
A | lettuceand mayoinaroll |5 3.60 &00mL S 3.0
Lemon chicken with lettuce A JUICE: A |Chacolate crackles $ 030
and sweet n sour sauce In a ~Small $ 220 | A |Buttered corn cobbettes 5 080
A roll $ 360 ~Large $§ 280
PI2ZA ~Multi V G |fruit + custard + lite jelly $ 130
A JPizza slab ~Pineapple A range of health bars- amber and
~Margarita $ 220 ~Just juice box green- from $1.00 to $2.20
~Hawiian S 220
~Deluxe S 220 Big M Pre order:
G |~Small S 2.00 SALAD BOX $ 500
A |Vegitarian round pizza S 300]|G ~Large $ 3.00| G |~Chicken
A |~Classic bottle $ 3.00|G j~orHam
A |Pizza pocket $ 2.00| G |Pump water S 260
~Ham + Pineapple ~Lemon flavour $ 260 HOT ar COLD SALADS
~Mandirin flavuor $ 260 |A Gourmet thai noodle//potato salad
PASTAS: 3.50 ~Rasherry flavour $ 260 Roasted Mediterranean vegetables//potato
|G_|~Lasagna " G |Up'n'go $ 2.00]A salad
G_|~Vegitatian lasagna_ " A |Deep spring S 2.80|A Potato salad
G |~Spaghetti " Frozen pineapple, apple
G |~Macaroni + cheese " A Or grange cup $ 0.80[A Chickpea & pumpkin salad//potato salad
A |~Ravioli e $ 3.00 Srnall $4.00
{Pre-order) A [Slushie- assorted flavour] $  2.00 Large $5.50
HOT DOGS G |Fresh fruit salad S 3.00
A |Hot dog § 2.60 | A [Streets ice-cream range G |Fresh inseason fruit $ 1.00
A |Hot dog with sauce 5 280 |manyitmes & prices A |Various crisps S 2.00
A |hotdog with cheese & sauce | 5 3.00 G |Lite yoghurt- strawberry orapricot | $ 1.60

* To Be Advised
A = Amber (select carefuly

G = Green [every day)

Lunch orders to be filled in and
handed in by the end of recess




Education Maintenance Allowance

The Education Maintenance Allowance (EMA) is
provided to assist eligible families with the costs
associated with the education of their children.

To be eligible for receipt of the EMA you must:
be either a parent or guardian of a primary or
secondary school student up to the age of
Sixteen; and be an eligible beneficiary of a
Centrelink pension, allowance or benefit within
the meaning of the State Concessions Act 2004
or be a Veterans Affairs (TPI) pensioner or be a
foster parent.

Consequently parents/guardians are able to
access the EMA if they have a current Health
Care Card or Pension Card.

The eligibility Criteria must be met as at the first
day of term 1 (28th January 2009 which is the
first day for teaching staff) and Term 3 (13th July
2009).

The EMA application must be submitted to
the school by Friday 27th February 2009.

The EMA provides an annual amount of $443
for Secondary Students and is paid in two
instalments. This amount is split evenly between
the parents/guardians and the school. Schools
receive the school portion electronically twice a
year and parents/guardians receive their portion
via two cheques or Electronic funds transfer to
your nominated bank account. Students turning
16 years in 2009, will be paid on a pro rata basis
and not on the 70/30% basis.

Application forms are available from the
school office .

The amount paid to the school is to be used for
the educational needs of the students (text
book, school requisites). The College will offset
these payments against outstanding charges.

Student Concession Cards

Metlink have announced a number of changes
in relation to Victorian Public Transport (VPT)
Student Concession Cards.

A new State-wide Victorian student

Pass. The pass is valid for travel on all
V/Line trains, V/Line coaches, buses in
more than 30 regional cities including
Geelong, Ballarat, and Bendigo, and
metropolitan trains, trams and buses. This
Is a significant improvement on the current
student pass and allows students to travel
throughout the state using one ticket. In
regional areas, students simply show staff
their pass on request.

An increase in the child concession
age. Students now need a concession
card to buy concession fares when they
turn 17. Previously, this was when they
turned 15.

Students wanting to buy a Half Yearly or Yearly
student pass still require VPT Student Conces-
sion Card, regardless of their age. This protects
the student if the pass is lost or stolen as the
pass can be replaced for a small fee.

Students can obtain VPT Concession Card
application forms from the school office or:
) Connex Premium Stations
The MetShop (corner of Swanston and
Little Collins Sts, Melbourne.)
The internet at metlinkmelbourne.com.au,
vline.com.au and myki.com.au
V/Line staffed stations and ticket agents

When Myki arrives it will replace Metcards and
V/Line tickets.

24 HOUR ABSENTEE HOTLINE
9539 2345
Before 9.30am on the day of the absence




JAPANESE VISIT
HOSTS FAMILIES REQUIRED

From March 22" to 1% April 2009, Maroondah Secondary College will be hosting students visiting from
Hannan University Senior High School in Osaka, Japan. The students will be part of a larger group
on a study tour, and our school is one of three which has been selected to provide 12 homestays. We
are seeking families who would be interested in loo king after 1 of our Japanese guests for the

10 day period.

We have a long tradition of providing wonderful homestays for visiting Japanese students and it is
always a rewarding experience for both hosts and the visitors. It also provides an opportunity for a
cultural exchange which is both educational and very enjoyable for all concerned and offers the
chance of making friends from a different country. All families of students studying Japanese,
especially would gain from the contact in terms of culture and language.

Host families will be reimbursed adequately for exp enses incurred with a lump sum payment at
the commencement of the visit.  Families will be fully supported by the school with preliminary
meetings, and ongoing advice.

If you would like to be a host family or would like to find out more, or have any queries please ring Mrs
Jennifer Omichi-Brown or Mrs Jenny Peters at school on 98704551. Early expressions of interest
would be appreciated in order to help enable planni ng.

Mrs Jenny Peters and Mrs Jennifer Omichi-Brown

HOMESTAY FOR STUDENT FROM JAPAN
| am able to host a Japanese student from Hannan University H.S.
Student’s name: Class:

Parent’'s name: Parent’s signature:







A course for step/blended families

The Brady Bunch - Are they for Real?
EACH ( formerly REFS) is presenting a four week course with the hope to help step
and blended families improve their family relationships. This course will include informal

discussion and support.
Week I—Wednesday Feb 11, 2009
The Brady Bunch - Are they for Real?
Exploring the myths. Looking at the adjustment period

Week 2—Wednesday Feb 18, 2009
The Emotional rollercoaster
Dealing with feelings. Handling stress.

Week 3—Wednesday Feb 25,2009
Creating Peaceful Families
Communication. Solving problems peacefully. Encouraging co-operation.

Week 4—Wednesday Mar 4, 2009
The Brady Bunch - a New Beginning
Roles/Identities/Boundaries. Creating new family rituals.

Where: Lifeworks (opp. Federation Estate), 9 Greenwood Ave, Ringwood. Ph EACH on 9871 1800
Time: 7.25 for 7.30pm start - 9.30pm
Cost: $20 for the course.

*Limited Places. Come as a couple. Please ring and  book.

PRESIDENT SECRETARY
PAUL TROWSDALE FIONA MORTIME
0417 362 233 0412 838 823

Croydon Junior Football Club

REGISTRATION DAY 2009

FRIDAY NIGHT AUSKICK
U9's — U16’s
SUNDAY 15" FEBRUARY
10am — 3.00pm
Hewish Road, Croydon

Croydon Football Club invite you to come along andegister for 2009 season.
Sausage Sizzle & Drinks Provided.

Jumping Castle, Handball Competition & Senior Playes Conducting Fun Drills etc. Every player that
registers will receive a CJFC pack with additionalmerchandise to be purchased on the day.

Memberships for Senior Club will be available for purchase at a one day discount offer $40.00 (RRP$5
Come along for a fun day.

U




