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PSW Uniform Shop Located at
18-20 Railway Ave, Ringwood East
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm

Sat 9am-5pm

Immunization Dates
Year 7 - 27th May
Year 7 - 16th September

Open Day
7th May

Queens Birthday Holiday
8th June

Report Writing Day
No Students Required
12th June

School Term Dates 2009
Term 1 2nd February to 3rd April
Term 2 20th April to 26th June
Term 3 13th July to 18th Sept
Term 4 5th October to 18th Dec

The Department of Education
and Maroondah Secondary
College do not endorse the
products or services of any
private advertiser. No
responsibility is accepted by
the Department of Education
and Maroondah Secondary
College for the accuracy of
information contained in
advertisements or claims
made by them.
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Dear Parents and Students,

When | reflect on the first three months of this year | am staggered at just how
eventful it has been. No sooner had the school year commenced when we were
plunged into the horror and devastation of extreme heat and bush fires. From
those few days until now, | sense that so many folk have been left catching up
and coping with the traumatic events that touched so many. You can imagine my
reaction when | received an email from our sister school in Japan (Sasayama-
Homei Senior High) with a very generous donation of approximately 146,000
Yen ( over A$2,000) for the bushfire appeal and students and staff from our
school, affected by the fires. A gesture demonstrating just how small the world is
and the care and commitment that comes from a sister school partnership.

This last week of term has seen the Year 9 students complete their project work
from the Challenge '09 week, with quality presentations to their peers and to
some family members able to attend the afternoon or evening session. | was
very impressed to see the quality of the work, the variety of ways in which the
research was presented and the commitment to quality presentation which
interested and entertained the audiences. | know that not all groups have
completed their presentations, but it would be remiss of me not to congratulate
all Year 9 students and their teaching staff on the quality of the research and
presentations. | am certainly happy to do so having seen only a few of the
presentations personally. | was pleased to see so many students accepted the
challenge of a public presentation, demonstrating quite clearly some hidden
talents. Well done to all.

At Friday's assembly we will be presenting House Captain’s Badges and
acknowledging our Class of 2009 with the presentation of their Year 12 badges.
House Swimming Shields will also be announced together with the age group
champions.

Mrs Boness will be taking long service leave for the remainder of this year, whilst
Mrs Bristol is taking up a short term teaching contract at Doncaster Secondary
College. On behalf of the school community and personally, can | take the
opportunity to wish both Mrs Boness and Mrs Bristol a very productive and
restful break away from Maroondah Secondary College? Whilst I'm sure that
they will be filling up their days quite differently, | hope there is a great deal of
good health and enjoyment for both staff members throughout the remainder of
the 2009 school year.

The last School Council meeting of the current term was held on Tuesday last.
You will see elsewhere in this newsletter a call for parent nominations for the
next term. | hope | am inundated with offers of nominations. Cont....




We are especially looking for assistance with anyone experienced or interested in taking on the Treasurer’s role. At
this time, | extend my gratitude and thanks to all members of the school council for their hard work and support of
the school. Special thanks to the retiring members Mr Rob Winterbottom, Mr Rob Sedlins, Mrs Gail Edwards and
Mrs Irene Keedle (who retired mid-term). Of course | would be very glad to hear that they might consider renominat-
ing but do thank them for their contributions over a number of years.

Have a safe and restful holiday. | look forward to seeing you at parent teacher interviews over the first two weeks of

term. (Thursday 23" April and Tuesday 28" April). Please note the slight change this year that appointments MUST
be made for all interviews.

Barbara Bates
Principal

SCHOOL COUNCIL: As executive officer of our School Council I hereby notify the community of the
expiration of the current school council period and call for nominations of parent representatives for
School Council for the TWO year period of 2009- 201 1 (four positions). Nominations are also called fo r

the ONE year position (one position) left vacant as a result of a retirement from council during the 2 008
school year.

If you are interested in joining the school council | would warmly invite you to contact me by phonea 't
the school or by email bates.barbara.b@edumail.vic.gov.au

Nomination close on the 24 ™ April; 2009

Students of the Week

Year 12

Brianna Pendrey and Sharna Cousland - for

Showing compassion and community spirit.

Trish Griffiths - for invoking interest in having a

piece of her writing published. Brianna Pendrey Sharna Cousland

Year 8
Tamara Powell lacuone - for her excellent
organisation in Mentor meetings.

Year 7
Dayna Opitz - for excellent effort and attitude in
PE.

Unfortunately no photo is currently available for D ayna

Opitz. Trish Griffiths Tamara Powell lacuone

VALUES IN EDUCATION

Schools Action Project Excursion.

On Wednesday the 11th of March a group of Maroondah Students jumped in a bus and headed to the schools
action project. We teamed up with students in Years 9 and 10 from Ringwood Secondary College and
Parkwood Secondary College to discuss community. Each student was given a name tag and a coloured
sticker. After a few quick activities we split into our colour groups.

In our groups we discussed what things bring communities together and what we can do to bring our commu-
nities together. My group thought versatility is important and to celebrate a range of cultures. Each group then
presented their thoughts and ideas to everybody. After a quick mention of “The Nod” it was over and time to
leave.

Overall the day was great. | had a lot of fun and met new people. It was interesting to listen to others thoughts
and opinions and everybody was really nice. | enjoyed the program very much!

By Nicole Capper
Year 9




Senior School News

YEAR 12 PARENT-TEACHER INTERVIEWS
AND INTERIM REPORTS

We encourage parents of Year 12 students to
come to the Parent-Teacher interviews on
Thursday 23 and Tuesday 28™ April. Interim
Reports will be distributed on Friday 3 April.
Many teachers will ask to see parents by marking
the Interim Report card with ‘*YES’. This does not
mean that your son/daughter is not performing
well. We hope meeting their teachers will assist
parents in understanding the issues and
requirements surrounding VCE. It is also an
opportunity to ask questions and perhaps clarify
how you can help your Year 12 student achieve
their best.

Therefore if you see a request for an interview it
may not necessarily be “bad news”. If there are
no requests for interviews on the Interim Report
please make one or more yourself by asking your
son/daughter to arrange a time with teachers. The
students will get a booking sheet along with their
Interim Reports.

POST SECONDARY SCHOOLING
INTERVIEWS

During Term 2 all the Year 12s will be interviewed
as to what they are going to do next year.
Individual times will be allocated and I will discuss
post secondary school options with them. Many
have some idea of the path they want to follow
and are curious as to how to get there. Some are
not sure and are interested in the options
available so they can start to give them serious
consideration.

Others are very unsure and this is a starting point
for them to begin to give in-depth thought to their
future.

There is a range of options that we discuss:
University, TAFE, Apprenticeships, Traineeships,
a gap year or deferment.

Attending University or TAFE requires applying
through the VTAC process. Students will be given
more information regarding this in the future. The
Tertiary Information Service to be held at
Swinburne University, Lilydale will also assist.
This is on Tuesday afternoon, July 22"™. The
College will provide a free bus. There will also be
an information session for parents on an evening
in August if there is sufficient demand. More news
on this will be available in term 3.

Apprenticeships and Traineeships can be
accessed through a variety of sources
including Group Training companies.

A gap year is taking time off to work and have a
break from study. If the student is intending to go
on to Tertiary education then we

recommend they apply for a course and then de-
fer it for 12 months (if the institution allows it).

Parents are welcome to be involved in the proc-
ess and | can organise a meeting at a

mutually appropriate time. Please contact me at
the College or send a message via your
student.

Barry Williams
Senior School Manager

Middle School News

Interim reports are to be distributed to students on
Friday 3rd April. Parents will have access to this
important statement about student progress that
evening. The College has planned for parent/
teacher interviews in the first week of Term 2 so
that issues that stem from interim reporting can
be discussed with the teaching staff.

The Middle School Beacon ambassadors
continue to work with Ben Cooper as we prepare
for the next significant event in this program. Next
term the College plans to invite representatives of
local businesses to a “Business Breakfast” as an
initial part of the establishment of links with the
business community. We expect these links to
benefit the entire College community in ways
such as:

Expanded work experience options
Business visits

Shadowing

Mock interviews

The College has had positive feedback about the
mentoring program that we have introduced this
year. Parents and students will be given a more
formal opportunity to comment when we conduct
annual surveys later this year.

Overall, much has been achieved by Middle
School students this term both within and
outside the College. | wish all a restful break in
preparation for the challenges of a major
reporting term.

Michael Douglas
Middle School Curriculum Manager



| would never forget Government House. | did not
want to go when | got the invitation letter because |
thought the Governor would be working and there
would be nothing to see. So | was wrong, if | did not
go | will regret it for a long time.

On Thursday, Mrs. Dyer, Mr. Rud, Alice, Mathew
and | met at Ringwood station and then we went to
the city by Mrs. Dyer’s car. When we arrived at
Government House, it was about 10am and we took
some photos in the front of the Government House.

When we went into Government House, we saw an

aboriginal man was playing the aboriginal musical

instrument. The aboriginal man wore the leaf cloths and had some prints on his skin and face. Many
people welcomed us in the hall.

After that, we entered the ballroom. Some pendant lamps were on the ceiling. They were so flamboy-
ant. We were walking past two groups of chairs as | was looking at the ceiling. Mrs. Dyer asked us to
stop there and we sat on the chairs. There was a magic show for our International students. It was
very amazing as the magician could made things disappear and appear again. After the magic show,
some successful people made a speech about their experiences in Australia. One international
student who came from Korea got 99.95 in his VCE two years ago. He said that study is not only
learning knowledge but also doing sport and relaxing.

At about 12 noon, we left the ballroom and went out to get some drinks and some traditional food as
well as Viethamese food, vegetarian mushroom pies, beef pies and chocolate cakes. There were
many flavours of juice and many kinds of finger foods but | preferred the apple juice and vegetarian
mushroom pies.

The most fascinating part was we met the Governor and | shook hands with him! He said he has been
to China many times and he thinks China is improving very fast. He also has been to many countries
and visited places of interest. | think he has nearly travelled around the world. We talked very
smoothly and we were close. He was not like a Governor in China. We just could only see the ones in
China on TV. He was nice and different. It made me nervous when we talked to the Governor.

At last, we met the Governor’s wife. She has a young guide dog so we played with the guide dog and
Mrs. Dyer and Mr. Rud talked to her. After the talking, we came back to Ringwood station by car.

| loved every part of this excursion as it made me nervous, happy and excited.

By Yulu Guan, Year 10




QUEL TEMPS FAIT-IL? WHAT'S THE WEATHER LIKE?

Here are photos of pets belonging to Mrs Amesbury’s Year 9 French class. Students took photos of
pets, sometimes dressing them according to the weather. Here is some of their work:

Aujourd’hui, il neige.  (Today, it is snowing.) En hiver il y a du brouilrd.
(In winter it's foggy.)

En janvier, en été, il fait chaud. (In January, in summer,
the weather is hot.)

En juin il fait froid. (In June it's cold.)

En novembre au printemps il fait beau. (In Novem- En aodt il pleut. (In August it rains.)
ber in spring the weather is fine.)




¢ )y
+
& : /
o# )
(
%
%
+ (
1
) (
2 3+*4
% 5 6 % 75
6% 8 9
) (:
6 % 8
( 7
% %-) .% < (

%




SENIOR SPORT

Senior Golf -

Congratulations to the Senior
Golf team who completed in
the interschool competition
on Tuesday at Chirnside
Country Club.

Dale Makin finished second
overall (76) and with David
Wynne (81), Tom Wynne (82) and Sam
Freeman (87) took out the teams competition,
qualifying for the zone competition. Matt Wynne
(88) also qualified as an individual. Alex Makin
(91) won the girls competition and qualifies for
the zone competition. Michael Costello
narrowly missed selection with 104.

Well done to all of the students for their
excellent representation of the college. The
Eastern Zone competition will be held at
Eastern Golf Course, Doncaster on Thursday
23" April.

First Aid

If your child becomes unwell at the

school, the approved school

procedure is that the student should

report to the First Aid Office. If it is

necessary for the

student to go home either myself or another
staff member will notify the parent/guardian.
Please note that students are not permitted to
phone their parent/guardian during school
hours and request to be picked up. This must
be done through the First Aid Office. If your
child rings you with such a request could you
please encourage them to present to the First
Aid Office for treatment and if necessary ring
the First Aid Office to discuss your concerns?

Jenny Szetey ’\
First Aid Officer e

JUNIOR SPORT

Year 7 Boys Baseball -

Congratulations to the year 7 boys baseball team
for their outstanding effort during the interschool
competition last Friday. The boys have trained
hard throughout the term and put those skills into
practice well.

In the first game versus Ringwood, the boys
overcame a 7-3 deficit at the end of the first
innings by batting in 7 runs in the second innings,
only to lose 11-10 in the final minute of the game.
The second game was equally exciting with the
boys again losing narrowly 17-16. The game’s
highlight was a sensational outfield catch to Zach
Nathan who covered good ground to take a great
diving catch. The boys played the last game
against Heathmont and took out the game 17-16 in
another nail biter. The boys represented the
college exceptionally well with great sportsman-
ship and enthusiasm.

Team: Eh Sher Htoo Pway,
Marcus Kelly, Ashley
Unsworth, Jason Dick,
Alexander Johnson, Nick
Bali, Ethan Hunt, Zach
Nathan, Nathan Weedon,
Adam Wilmot and Sam
Flynn

Mark Dewar

Year 7 Tennis -

On Friday 27th March, Year 7 the boys and girls
tennis teams competed in a round-robin event at
Heatherdale Tennis courts. We entered an ‘A’ and
‘B’ team for both boys and girls and the teams
faced some pretty tough competition. We had
some very close rounds, with the boys ‘A’ team
coming within one point of winning round 2, with
some fantastic individual efforts from many of our
players. The girls ‘B’ team finished off second in
the competition, finishing just below the winning
team from Ringwood.

Overall, we had had a
fantastic day in the sunshine
and the enthusiasm and
behaviour of Maroondah
students made us especially
proud!

Anna Dohler




Team Photos from Junior Sport held on

Friday, 27th March, 2009.

Year 7 Sport Report

Tennis Girls

Tennis Boys

Volleyball Girls

Volleyball Boys

Baseball Boys




Second Hand
Uniform Sales

We are currently looking for
expressions of interest from
any families wanting to either
buy or sell Second Hand
School Uniforms . If you are
interested in purchasing or
selling uniform items that are
clean and in good repair
please call the office and
register your name and

contact details on 9870 4551.

Friday 12th June
Report Writing Day
No Students Required

24 HOUR ABSENTEE HOTLINE
9539 2345
Before 9.30am on the day of the absence

To receive your College Newsletter via
Email please email
maroondah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au
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Monday 20/04/2009 Volunteer Required
Tuesday 21/04/2009 M. Carter

Wednesday 22/04/2009 Volunteer Required
Thursday  23/04/2009 Volunteer Required
Friday 24/04/2009 Volunteer Required
Monday 27/04/2009 Volunteer Required
Tuesday 28/04/2009 J. Taylor

Wednesday 29/04/2009 Volunteer Required
Thursday  30/04/2009 Volunteer Required
Friday 01/05/2009 Volunteer Required

Specials

Tuesday - Baked Potato with the lot

(garlic butter, coleslaw, tasty cheese, bacon & sour cream)
$4.00

Wednesday and Thursday - Sushi Selection
(egg & veg, cooked tuna & veg, chicken tempura or
vegetarian)
$3.00 each

Friday - Nachos
$3.50

On behalf of all our volunteers have a great
Easter and keep safe. A big thank you to all
members of our school Community who have
supported Canteen this term. | look forward to
seeing you all next term.

Canteen - Term 2
The canteen will be open for business after
school on Tuesdays, Wednesdays &
Thursdays for Half an hour each day.

Canteen Volunteers Required

With Government changes and emphasis on
healthy food choices, Canteens will be spending
more time on food preparation. This is where
members of our college community can help. By
giving up a few hours once a month you would be
helping lift the workload of our small band of
volunteers who do a wonderful job in providing a
healthy menu for our students.

Price Lists are available from the canteen

Barbara Holton
Canteen Manager



COLLEGE UNIFORM

As winter draws closer, it is an opportune timensure all students are equipped to facejthe
colder weather. Please take the time over theat¢lubidays to make sure you have the gpr-
rect items of uniform, including shoes. White trsh(only) are permitted under polo-tops ‘
and jumpers should be worn over the top for adddtiovarmth. A college jacket is availal
for purchase, and non-college jackets and “hoodies’not permitted to be worn at, or co -
ing to and from, the college. In addition, plees@member that correct footwear is also re
quired - school shoes must be lace up or t-béip-es shoes are not permitted as they a |
dangerous. If you are unsure, please check tin¢ dfdhe college diary, where all items o

uniform are clearly explained.

ABSENTEE HOTLINE PHONE 9539 2345

Please notify student absences to the
hotline and not the school number.

The Hotline is a 24 hour recorded service provided to
families for the notification of student absences on
any day. The Hotline is checked at 9:30-10:00am
each day and then at various times throughout the
day. We would be very appreciative if you call the
hotline directly to report all absences, rather than
calling the school number. If a student is away from
school and there has been no previous notification
and no message left on the hotline, a phone call will
be made to verify the student absence.

Trolley rides will depart Healesville station hourly
10am to 4pm on the following dates:

** Saturday 4™ and Sunday 5" Normal operations

only** . . . .
Consequently, our efficiency will be improved if you

Wednesday 8™ of April to Sunday 19" of April ensure your correct contact details are lodged with
our administration.

Trolley Rides - The Easter Bunny will be in atten-

dance with Easter Eggs - Operating Road Steam Barbara Bates
Engine and Whistles - Children’s Playground. Principal
Adults $9.00
Children 3 -12 years $7.00 :
Family (2 adults + 2 children) $25.00 Yarrunga Community Centre
Concession $7.00 Yarrunga Community Centre is now taking

Term 2 enrolments! As a special treat we have
a ‘Living Library’ program and also Fitball,

Rides will operate over Easter with Good Bootcamp, Bollywood dance, mosaics, pottery
Friday Ride proceeds donated to the Royal and green-ware painting workshops. Continuing
Children’s Hospital. health and wellbeing programs, leader-run

playgroups, many social and interest groups
together with our reputable computer programs
offer many choices for you in a great local
community environment. Childcare available.
Please contact 97228942 or visit

For more information please call 5962 2490
Or visit our website at
www.yarravalleyrailway.org.au

www.yarrunga.org.au for more information.




