
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PSW Uniform Shop Located at 
18-20 Railway Ave, Ringwood East 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm  
Sat 9am-5pm 
 
Free Dress Day 
4th June 
 
Queens Birthday Holiday 
8th June 
 
Report Writing Day 
No Students Required 
12th June 
 
Work Experience dates 
15th June to 26th June 
 
Debutante Ball 
18th July 
 
Snow Trip - Mt Buller 
30th - 31st July 
 
Musical Production 
18th - 22nd August 
 
Immunization Dates 
Year 7 - 16th September 
 
School Term Dates 2009 
Term 2  20th April to 26th June 
Term 3  13th July to 18th Sept 
Term 4  5th October to 18th Dec 
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The Department of Education 
and Maroondah Secondary 
College do not endorse the 
products or services of any 
private advertiser.  No 
responsibility is accepted by 
the Department of Education 
and Maroondah Secondary 
College for the accuracy of 
information contained in 
advertisements or claims 
made by them.  
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From The Principal’s Desk 
Dear Parents and Students, 
Much has been written in the local papers about funding from the State Budget 
being provide to the Maroondah Regeneration Project  We are about to 
commence community consultation to start the planning process.  I include in 
this Newsletter a repeat of a letter posted to every household.  I encourage you 
to consider the possibility of attending one of the evenings to hear the potential 
of what is planned and to become proactively involved with process as it moves 
forward.  The letter reads as follows: 

There are seven state secondary schools in the Maroondah Local Government 
Area – Parkwood, Norwood, Croydon, Maroondah, Ringwood, Heathmont 
Secondary Colleges and Croydon Community School. 
These schools come together as the Maroondah Education Coalition and have 
worked co-operatively for a number of years to provide better opportunities for 
staff and students. 
We have improved access to computers through a Leading Schools Fund 
initiative that provided a laptop program.  We run shared classes at senior school 
and a common Year 12 induction program and common Year 12 holiday revision 
programs.  We also run common professional development for our staff.  All of 
these programs have been highly successful. 
At the same time we have been looking in the longer term, at ways of improving 
educational access and outcomes for all of our students. 
In the recent budget the State Government supported this planning with an 
allocation of $1M.  The money is to support planning for the refurbishment and 
rebuilding of the 7 schools on five sites.  It will provide us with the opportunity to 
deliver sustainable 21st century programs in 21st century facilities for all our 
students. 
This proposal has the support of all 7 School Councils, the Principals and the 
Department of Education and Early Childhood Development. 
It is now time to take our proposals to the community for consultation and input.  
We want everyone to have the opportunity to have their say. 
You are therefore invited to attend one of the meetings as listed on the invitation 
on the reverse side of this page. 
The meetings will be led by Dr Jim Watterston, Regional Director of the Eastern 
Metropolitan Region of the Department of Education and Early Childhood 
Development. 
The invitation asks you to reply to the school  if you intend to attend one of 
these meetings.  This will assist catering and seating on the night. 
II urge all interested community members to attend. 
 

Barbara Bates 
Principal 



 

Students of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 

Year 12 
Aaron Liebelt and Jeff Turner - for leading the class 
in a great discussion about friendship.  
Mwilye Sikanyika and Kiah Allen - for volunteering 
themselves as text subjects for their biology SAC. 
Year 10 
Sean Kay - for his excellent real estate  
advertisement. 
Year 9 
Amanda Le - for a superbly presented text  
response assignment. 
Daniel Abraham - for being exceptionally helpful in 
English 
Year 8 
Tim Crawford - for his work as site manager in the 
year 8 yard project 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
       
        Aaron Liebelt       Jeff Turner 

 
 
 

INVITATION 
Community Forum 

Dr. Jim Watterston, Regional Director of Eastern Metropolitan Region DEECD, Secondary Principals from Ma-
roondah Education Coalition Schools and The Maroondah Network Leader invite current school community 
members to hear about the latest developments and plans for the Maroondah Regeneration Project and to con-
tribute to initial community feedback. 
�
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RSVP:  Maroondah Secondary College  Phone 98704551 
    No later than Monday June 1, 2009 to indicate your preferred session 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
    Mwilye Sikanyika       Kiah Allen 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
        Sean Kay        Amanda Le 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Daniel Abraham          Timothy Crawford 



 
 
 
 
There is one week until the last classes of Unit 3  on Fri 5/6.  This time will be extremely busy as many 
SACs (School Assessment Tasks) will be completed by students.  They should be working hard at 
home in preparation for these. 
 

Exam week will be after this; from Tues 9/6 to Thu 11/6.  
 

¨ Mon: Queens Birthday Holiday 
¨ Tues and Wed:  Students doing Psychology, Accounting, Physics, Biology and Chemistry will 

have exams. 
¨ Thurs :  ALL students doing Unit 3 and 4 subjects must sit the General Achievement Test (GAT). 
¨ Fri:   Report Writing Day 
No classes will be held during this week. Students are expected to attend in school uniform . 
 

Any Year 11 doing a Unit 3 subject will be required to sit the GAT. 
 

The Year 11 VCE students will also be sitting subject exams in their Unit 1 subjects in this timeframe. 
If they are doing a Unit 3 subject then the GAT takes preference to any of their Unit 1 exams. 
 

Each student has received a booklet entitled ‘VCE Exams Navigator ‘09’  which contains  
information pertinent to all exams including those at the end of the year.  Ask your student to see 
their copy so you can familiarize yourself with the process.  This will be a busy and possibly stressful 
time for the students, if you have any concerns or queries please contact Mr Williams at the school. 

 

Free revision sessions have been organised in some of the mid year exam subjects by us through 
the Maroondah Education Coalition which includes the same schools that organised the Study Skills 
event at Swinburne at the start of the year.  They will be held at Norwood SC on Sunday May 31st.  
Here is the information: 

Senior School News 

 
 
 

 
2009 VCE UNIT 3 JUNE EXAM REVISION PROGRAMME  

 

WHEN:         Sunday May 31 st   
WHERE:      Norwood Secondary College 
ADDRESS:  Byron Street Ringwood North (off Mullum Mullum Road) 
MEET AT:   NSC General Office   
 

THE FOLLOWING SUBJECTS ARE OFFERED TO ALL MEC STUDE NTS  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
*PSYCHOLOGY – Ringwood SC, Bedford Road Ringwood 
 Date & time: Wednesday May 27 th from 4.00 – 5.30pm, College Hall  
 Please note there is no cost for these sessions  
 Cordial and biscuits provided in the NSC staff room   
Free Revision Sessions will be offered at the end of the year in this same manner.  It is all part of the money 
you paid for the MEC Day at Swinburne in February.  Great value when you consider that some students were  
going to pay $95 for one revision session in one subject provided by a commercial concern. 
 
Mr B. Williams 

Maroondah Education Coalition  

Time Subject  Presenter(s)  Room  
9.00 am – 11.00am BIOLOGY 

 
Caroline Cotton B2 

9.00 am – 11.00am PHYSICS 
  

 Andrew Hansen    Tony Lahy    Rachel Barker B9 

11.30 am – 1.00pm  CHEMISTRY Geoff Brasier    Julie McDonald B6 
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The months of May and June are amongst the 
more intense of our academic year.  In the 
course of this month Middle School students will 
be  
involved in a broad range of projects including: 
 

¨ The completion of ALL work required 
for subjects being studied 

¨ Year 10 Work experience 
¨ Year 9 “Other Cultures” program 
¨ The beginning of Semester 2 for those 

Middle School students studying in the 
VCE program 

¨ VPYC camp 
¨ Intermediate Sports round robin 
¨ The completion of mid-year reporting 

by staff 
 
Year 10 parents and students are reminded that 
work experience will occur across the fortnight 
15/6 – 26/6.  If a placement has not been  
arranged by now there needs to be some  
urgency applied to getting one or two  
meaningful work experience placements.   
Contact the College Careers teacher Mr Barry 
Williams if you have concerns. 
 
Michael Douglas 
Middle School Curriculum Manager 
 
 

Middle School News 

24 HOUR ABSENTEE HOTLINE 
9539 2345 

Before 9.30am on the day of the absence  

To receive your College Newsletter via 
Email please email 

maroondah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 

Friday 12th June 
Report Writing Day 

No Students Required 



                     Snow Trip 2009 
The college snow trip will be held at Mt Buller snowfields on 30th - 31st July.  
Students have the opportunity to either ski or snowboard for 2 days. Previous  
experience is not required, as all students will undertake a 2-hour lesson with  
qualified instructors in the morning. Students will be grouped together with others  
of similar ability to optimise their learning and progression. Students will then  
undertake supervised skiing/boarding on level specific runs under the direction of 
College staff during the afternoon sessions. 
 

Days of skiing/boarding will be extremely tiring; therefore students should begin a fitness program to 
ensure that they are adequately prepared for the trip. This should include running/walking/riding to  
enhance their aerobic fitness. Students will also need to develop leg and core body strength. Training 
will also reduce the risk of injury and soreness. 
 

Students who are attending the snow trip should return their permission form to the junior school  
office. The approximate cost of this trip will be $315.00. The $100 deposit should be paid to the junior 
school office by 27th May. There will be a briefing in B11 at lunch on Wednesday 27th May. All  
students must attend this meeting. Any students or parents who have questions about the trip should 
see Mr Dewar.  

THE 2009/2010 GREATER MELBOURNE ENTERTAINMENT BOOK  
 

Maroondah Secondary College continues to be an official distributor of this popular publication which only 
costs $65  (GST included). It affords owners the opportunity to save many hundreds of dollars  through “50% 
off” and “2 for 1” offers on almost anything connected with entertainment, i.e. fine dining, family dining, fast 
foods, movies, sports activities (e.g. AFL tickets ), hotel accommodation, the Arts and much, much more,  
including a Fashion, Health & Beauty Section and a 5% discount off your grocery bill every time  you shop 
at Coles throughout the year . 
In addition, the book provides a comprehensive illustrated guide to many Melbourne metropolitan and subur-
ban restaurants and their menus. 
 

Due to the limitation of stock, any person interested in acquiring a copy or copies of this book is encouraged to 
place an order as soon as possible with Mr Colin McLaren (tel. 9870 4551 during normal school hours). All  
offers in the book are valid ANYTIME from the date of purchase up until 1st June  2010. 
 

A specimen of the book is available for inspection at the General Office. 

FREE DRESS DAY 
4TH JUNE  

 

Did you know that 78% of Australian 
women aged 30 - 65 are not aware 

that heart disease is the leading cause 
of death in women? 

HELP THEM ' 
‘Go Red for Women' 
on the 4th of June 

dress in red 
give a donation 

help these women  
Cost:  $2 for anyone not  in red 

$1 for anyone wearing something red 
Your donations will go to the Heart 

Foundation 

Maths and English  
Competitions 

 
Two competitions will be held in  
August this year.  
¨ Maths Competition   Cost   $5.00 
¨ English Competition   Cost  $6.60 
 
These are Australia wide competitions and are 

an excellent experience for all students.  
 

If you would like to participate 
please pay your money to the 

General Office before the end of 
this term. 

 
Any questions can be directed to Miss Davine. 



 
 

 
 
 

 
On Wednesday the 29th of April, 21 
year 10 students participated in a  

programme with the Beacon  
Foundation. The programme was 
the ‘Polish Programme’ which was 
all about boosting our confidence 

and getting the knowhow for getting 
into careers. We had three fantastic 
young people come to help us. Two 
girls, Alix and Heather and a young 

man called James. All three had 
interesting life stories and they each had a lesson for us to learn, about moving forward and making decisions. 

We played a few little games which developed our confidence. In one we had to make eye contact and pass a clap,  
another we had to confidently say yes to another person across the circle. We then walked around the room and had to 

say ‘Hello’ in a few different ways and scenarios. Following that we had to re-arrange ourselves so we were in the order of 
our birth month. We worked really quickly and all three of the leaders were impressed. 

 
The lines we were in then became ‘the walls of a room’ and we had to walk into the room like we were walking into an 
interview room. We walked in and introduced ourselves to Alix or James and shook their hands. This activity was quite 
interesting. Alix then took us for an etiquette lesson. She taught us how to use everything that could be set in a formal 

place-setting. We learnt little rules that make a difference when you’re in a meeting over dinner.  She taught us what all 
the different sized cutlery should be used for and what every type of glass that could be used in a restaurant is used for. 
After a short break we were paired up and had to find out the answers to five different questions from our partner. We 

then had to deliver the answers to the rest of the group. This was all about confidence in public speaking. 
 

Moving on to personal grooming for interviews and the work place, the boys were separated from us and were taught all 
the things they need to know from James. The girls learnt all about what to wear, how to keep our skin healthy, how to 

look after our hair, the importance of good nails and we even put subtle make up on one of us that never wears make up. 
We then put our etiquette lesson to the test. We had a sit down lunch in the school library. Every table had a member of 

the working community and we had a chance to ask questions about working life. 
 

The final activity for the Polish Programme was for us to participate in a mock interview activity. To introduce the activity 
James showed us how not to conduct ourselves in an interview, that was an amusing segment. We were then paired up 

and we interviewed each other. 
 

Overall the polish programme was an amazing experience, We met awesome people and saw some people come out of 
their shells and do some public speaking when they are usually shy people. Thanks to the Polish Programme and the 

Beacon Foundation for the opportunity. 
 

Rachael Kelly, Year 10. 
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Canteen Volunteers Required  
 

With Government changes and emphasis on 
healthy food choices, Canteens will be spending 
more time on food preparation. This is where 
members of our college community can help. By 
giving up a few hours once a month you would be 
helping lift the workload of our small band of 
volunteers who do a wonderful job in providing a 
healthy menu for our students.  
 

Price Lists are available from the canteen 
 
Barbara Holton 
Canteen Manager 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday  01/06/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  02/06/2009  M. Carter 
Wednesday  03/06/2009  J. Taylor 
Thursday  04/06/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   05/06/2009  Volunteer Required 
 
Monday  08/06/2009  Public Holiday 
Tuesday  09/06/2009  Volunteer Required 
Wednesday  10/06/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  11/06/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   12/06/2009  Report Writing Day 

        (Closed) 

Specials 
 

Daily Specials 
Hot soup - Minestrone and a buttered 

bun $2.00 
Hot Chocolate $1.50 per cup 

Chocolate Mousse - small $1.20 
 

Weekly Special 
Hot Spuds  

Beef Rendang - topped with  
melted cheese & sour cream  

Vegetable Coconut Curry - Topped with melted 
cheese & sour cream  

$4.00 each 
(Only Available Tuesday and Thursday) 

 
Fortnightly Special 

Lamb or Chicken Souvlaki $5.00  
 

Friday Only  
 

*WILL SELL FAST! BE QUICK! 
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Canteen - Term 2 
 

The canteen will be open for business after 
school on Tuesdays for Half an hour each 

day. Spend $2.00 or more and receive a free 
Hot Chocolate. 

 

Breakfast will be available on Thursday  
mornings only from 8.00am through to 

8.30am. 
Menu includes Hot chocolate for $1.00 per 

cup. Apple and cinnamon pancakes drizzled 
with warm honey, 2 for $1.50. and Hot Egg 

and Bacon Muffins for $2.00.  
 

Music is Free!!   

First Aid 
 

If your child becomes unwell at the 
school, the approved school  
procedure is that the student should 
report to the First Aid Office. If it is necessary 
for the student to go home either myself or  
another staff member will notify the parent/
guardian. Please note that students are not 
permitted  to phone their parent/guardian  
during school hours and request to be picked 
up. This must be done through the First Aid  
Office. If your child rings you with such a  
request could you please encourage them to 
present to the First Aid Office for treatment and 
if necessary ring the First Aid Office to discuss 
your concerns? 
 

Jenny Szetey 
First Aid Officer 

ABSENTEE HOTLINE PHONE 9539 2345 
 
Please notify student absences to the  
hotline and not the school number. 
 
The Hotline is a 24 hour recorded service provided to 
families for the notification of student absences on 
any day.  The Hotline is checked at 9:30-10:00am 
each day and then at various times throughout the 
day.  We would be very appreciative if you call the 
hotline directly to report all absences, rather than 
calling the school number.  If a student is away from 
school and there has been no previous notification 
and no message left on the hotline, a phone call will 
be made to verify the student absence.  
 
Consequently, our efficiency will be improved if you 
ensure your correct contact details are lodged with 
our administration. 
 
Barbara Bates 
Principal 






