
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
PSW Uniform Shop Located at 
18-20 Railway Ave, Ringwood East 
Mon-Fri 8.30am-5.00pm  
Sat 9am-5pm 
 
Immunization Dates 
Year 7 - 27th May 
Year 7 - 16th September 
 
Open Day 
7th May 7.30pm 
Tours held at 9.15am and 10.45am 
 
Year 12 formal 
15th May 
 
Athletics Day 
18th May 
 
Queens Birthday Holiday 
8th June 
 
Report Writing Day 
No Students Required 
12th June 
 
Work Experience dates 
15th June to 26th June 
 
Debutante Ball 
18th July 
 
 
School Term Dates 2009 
Term 2  20th April to 26th June 
Term 3  13th July to 18th Sept 
Term 4  5th October to 18th Dec 
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The Department of Education 
and Maroondah Secondary 
College do not endorse the 
products or services of any 
private advertiser.  No 
responsibility is accepted by 
the Department of Education 
and Maroondah Secondary 
College for the accuracy of 
information contained in 
advertisements or claims 
made by them.  
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Dear Parents and Students, 
Interim reports and Parent/Teacher interviews have been completed for 
Term 1.  Many parents took the opportunity to meet with teachers to 
discuss progress to date.  You will note the times for this term’s meetings 
were altered considerably from previous years.  This caused difficulty for 
some parents and even prevented some from attending despite a second 
evening being made available. 
 
The alteration to the times for Parent/Teacher interviews was brought 
about by changes in the working conditions as stipulated in the current 
Government Agreement.  There is much discussion at the moment as to 
how this has reduced accessibility to our families.  Any complaints I 
received from parents have been reported through this discussion and it 
does appear that the situation may be relaxed in the future to allow a more 
mutually appropriate time to be determined.  Discussion around the 
possible change to arrangements will commence within our school 
committees.  Rest assured, your concerns have been noted and these will 
be expressed at an upcoming network meeting. 
 
If it was impossible for you to attend the Parent/Teachers meetings, I do 
encourage you to make contact with teachers by phone or by email.  
Contact could be made through you child’s mentor or by phoning the 
office to arrange for the specific teachers to make contact. 
 
You will have read in earlier Newsletters of our new association with The 
Beacon Foundation, a not for profit group, harnessing the experience of 
the business community to encourage students to maximise their potential 
in life.  Specifically, they encourage students to pledge to adopt a “no 
dole” approach to life.  As part of the pledge, Beacon Foundation promise 
to provide our students with opportunity and education to enhance skills to 
increase aspiration and career opportunity. 
 
On Wednesday of this week our Year 10 students undertook their first 
Beacon Foundation activity at school, called the “Polish Program “.  An 
article regarding this activity appears elsewhere in the Newsletter. 
 
       (Cont….)  



 

Students of the Week 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 12 
Max Allen - for an impromptu, yet excellent in-
troduction to the TV show ‘ The Gruen Transfer’. 
Patricia Griffiths - for excellent effort in  
Literature. 
Sarah Blackberry - for unsolicited assistance 
with furniture organisation in the Senior Centre. 
Andrew Clavero - for excellent organisation in 
VCAL work related skills. 
 
Year 11 
Sarah Menegol - for unsolicited assistance with 
furniture organisation in the Senior Centre. 
 
Year 10 
Simone Beattie, Sophie Gill, Lauren Webster 
and Nkumbu Sikanyika - for excellent creative 
writing pieces in English. 
Cung Kheng Lawt - for an excellent result in 
the topic test of fractions. 
 
Year 9 
Ryan McNabb, Matt Beale, Jeremy Metha, 
Aiden Davidson, Danielle Butler, Michaela 
Wynne, Stephanie Lewis and Jamieson Byne 
- for their excellent presentation of the ANZAC 
day ceremony. 
Rachel Heath  - for working hard to learn her 
verbs in Japanese. 
  
       Cont... 

Suffice to say at this point, that it was fantastic to observe our students interacting with business  
people over a formal lunch and reacting so positively to the outstanding instruction provided by the 
impressive team of young adults from Beacon Foundation.  Well done to Mr Douglas and the student 
team of Beacon Ambassadors who organised the day’s activities. 
 
Currently, we are conducting many tours of parents and students searching for a secondary school 
for 2010.  Tours are conducted by appointment at times when new families are able to observe first 
hand, the wonderful work that is being undertaken in the Inspire program at Year 7 and 8.  Our Open 
Day is on the 7th May.  Open Day tours will occur at 9:15 am and 10:45am, in addition an Information 
Evening will be held on the same day at 7:30pm in the theatre.  Please encourage any families you 
know, who are looking for a secondary school for 2010 to contact the office to book in for a tour.  
Tours will continue after Open Day for as long as there is a need. 
 
Please help us to spread the knowledge of the great work happening at Maroondah Secondary  
College, by spreading the word at the Primary Schools and to your friends.  You are our best  
advertisement and we look forward to showing any interested families our school. 
 
Barbara Bates 
Principal 

Year 9 (Cont...) 
Jamieson Byne - for fully participating in 
every Japanese class and asking great  
questions. 
Matt Beale - for his amazing enthusiasm  
towards learning Japanese. 
Dani Butler - for her focus and dedication  
towards learning Japanese. 
David Par - for excellent work in everyday 
maths. 
Year 7 
Marcus Kelly, Tabitha Ana Gai, Belinda 
Cabibbo and Ben Metha - for giving their best 
in Japanese. 
 
Due to the large number of Students of the week 
nominated photos have not been displayed. 
 

LIBRARY NEWS 
 
The Library is hosting another fabulous  
Scholastic BOOK FAIR.  There are all sorts of 
books for sale at really good prices, both fiction 
and non-fiction, suitable for younger readers 
and older students and anyone in between.   
 
We also have lots of cute items of stationary 
and novelty items for sale, which could be 
great for presents!  Parents are very welcome 
to come and browse at any time the library is 
open.  Come along and support our Library 
and help improve your reading at the same 
time. The Fair is on from now until lunchtime 
on Wednesday the 6th May. 
 
Mrs Jenny Peters and  
Mrs Loraine Shuttleworth 



 
 
 
 

POST SECONDARY SCHOOLING  
INTERVIEWS 
 
During Term 2 all the Year 12s will be interviewed 
as to what they are going to do next year.   
Individual times will be allocated and I will discuss 
post secondary school options with them.  Many 
have some idea of the path they want to follow 
and are curious as to how to get there.  Some are 
not sure and are interested in the options  
available so they can start to give them serious 
consideration. Others are very unsure and this is 
a starting point for them to begin to give in-depth 
thought to their future. 
 
There is a range of options that we discuss:  
University, TAFE, Apprenticeships, Traineeships, 
a gap year or deferment.  
 
Attending University or TAFE requires applying 
through the VTAC process.  Students will be 
given more information regarding this in the  
future.  The Tertiary Information Service to be 
held at Swinburne University, Lilydale will also  
assist.  This is on Wednesday afternoon, July 
29th.  The College will provide a free bus.  There 
will also be an information session for parents on 
an evening in August if there is sufficient demand.  
More news on this will be available in term 3. 
 
Apprenticeships and Traineeships can be  
accessed through a variety of sources including 
Group Training companies. 
 
A gap year is taking time off to work and have a 
break from study.  If the student is intending to go 
on to Tertiary education then we recommend they 
apply for a course and then defer it for 12 months 
(if the institution allows it). 
 
Parents are welcome to be involved in the  
process and I can organise a meeting at a  
mutually appropriate time.  Please contact me at 
the College or send a message via your student.  
 
YEAR 12 DRIVERS 
 
Many Year 12 students obtain their licence during 
the year.  Most of them drive in a responsible 
manner; however each year we have several  
incidents relating to the use of cars that are  
dangerous and irresponsible. 
 

Senior School News 

For that reason both parents and students need 
to have a clear understanding of the College’s  
expectations in this matter. 
 
In order to keep track of the vehicles that will be 
driven to school and parked at the College, we 
ask that they complete a ‘Student Drivers Form’ 
and return it to Mr. Williams.   
 
We sometimes receive complaints from the public 
about students driving too fast or carrying too 
many passengers, and we have a responsibility to 
the community, to the neighbouring primary 
school and to our students to ensure that they 
travel in a safe and responsible manner. 
 
The car is to be used as a mode of transport to  
and from  school.  It should not be used during 
the day for a quick trip somewhere and then re-
turn back to attend class.  
 
We are asking the students to: 
 

 1. Take only one passenger at a time.  
This passenger will be announced on the 
“Driving to School Form” which will be 
signed by the parents of the driver and the 
passenger. 

 
 2.Park at the primary school side of the 

top car park or over at the pine tree car 
park if there are no spaces available. 

 
 3. Not to park in Cutts Ave. 
 
 4. Not leave the school grounds during 

school hours without permission from the 
Year 12 Coordinator. 

 
 5. Never drive through the school grounds 

(other than the top car park). 
 
 6. Always drive responsibly. 

 
If students disregard any of these expectations 
then we will contact parents, and if road laws are 
broken, then we will hand the matter over to the 
Police. 
 
Mr. B. Williams 
Senior School Curriculum Manager 

To receive your College Newsletter via 
Email please email 

maroondah.sc@edumail.vic.gov.au 



Middle School News 
 
 
 
 
Twenty-one Year 10 students took the challenge 
of being involved in the “Polish” program under the 
umbrella of the Beacon Foundation with whom we 
are currently doing so much work.  There will be a 
more informed student report to follow, however, 
those who attended gained skills that will better 
prepare them for the their working lives.  I  
personally observed the many gains so many of 
our students made through their involvement with 
this program. 
 
Year 10 students should now have gained a work 
experience placement or be actively involved in 
doing so as this crucial learning experience is  
rapidly approaching.  Dates for this experience are 
15th – 26th of June.  Please communicate any  
parental concerns to me or the College Work  
Experience co-ordinator Barry Williams. 
 
Year 9 students have started a new topic in their 
Integrated program entitled “Fostering  
Inclusiveness, Respect and Tolerance”.   This 
term’s program is in its early days as yet but the 
students’ work will lead to the publication of a 
magazine called “Student Voice”. 
 
I could not complete this report without referring to 
the wonderful contribution years 9 and 10  
students made to last week’s ANZAC Service.  
Although I have personally thanked the following 
students, I take this opportunity to publically  
congratulate and thank:- Stephanie Lewis,  
Jeremy Metha, Michaela Wynne, Aidan  
Davidson, Danielle Butler, Jamieson Byne, Matt 
Beale, Ryan McNabb, Tom Wynne and Lisa  
Blenheim for their contribution to our ceremony. 
 
 
Michael Douglas 
Middle School Curriculum Manager 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     Stephanie Lewis   Jeremy Metha 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
          Aidan Davidson     Danielle Butler 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
           Jamieson Byne    Matthew Beale 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Ryan McNabb     Thomas Wynne 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            Lisa Blenheim 
 
Unfortunately no photo is currently available for M ichaela 
Wynne.  
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QUEL TEMPS FAIT-IL? WHAT’S THE WEATHER LIKE? 

Here are some more photos of pets belonging to Mrs Amesbury’s Year 9 French class. Some  
students took photos of pets, dressing them according to the weather and some students’ photos 
were taken from the internet. Here is some of their work: 
 

 

 

 

 

 

    

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Aujourd’hui, il fait froid. (Today, it is cold.)  
En été il y a du soleil.  
(In summer it’s sunny) 

En hiver il pleut. (In winter it rains) 

En octobre, au printemps, il y a du  
brouillard. (In October, in spring, it’s foggy.) 

En automne il y a du  
vent.  ( In autumn it’s windy.) 

En automne il y a des nuages. 
( In autumn it’s cloudy.) 

En juillet il neige.   
(In July it snows.) 

En avril il y a du vent. (In April it’s windy.) 

En juin il y a de l’orage.  
(In June the weather is stormy.) 

Il fait froid (it’s cold) 



One Thousand Steps 
 
On the 2nd of April VCAL students attended an excursion to the One Thousand Steps in Upper  
Ferntree Gully.  We left school around 11:30am and caught the bus to Ringwood Station to get the 
train to Upper Ferntree Gully Station.  When we arrived at the One Thousand Steps we had to walk 
for about ½ an hour to actually reach the steps.  We all got puffed out really easily and some of the 
girls got a bit of asthma so we had to stop for a while to slow their breathing down. 
 
Before we started walking up the steps we had a little rest so we would have enough energy to walk 
up the steps.  The steps were hard work to walk up with some small and some big, some were wide 
and some were narrow. We had to stop a few times because it was such hard work walking up so 
many stairs. 
 
Walking up the steps took us about ½ an hour. None of us could stop walking up the steps because 
we all wanted to say that we walked one thousand steps.  When we finally reached the top we were 
all very relieved and didn’t want to do it 
ever again because we were all so tired. 
 
When we reached the top we had the 
choice to walk back down the steps or 
to walk down a really steep hill. So we 
began our journey down the steep hill 
after we had a short break. On the left 
of the path there was an even steeper 
hill that looked really scary. If we walked 
too close to it we could get to hear Ms 
Raudino stress out so a couple of us 
tried to stir her up by walking close to 
the edge.  It only took us about 20  
minutes to walk down the hill. 
 
When we reached the bottom we were 
lucky enough to have a nice good old 
Aussie BBQ cooked for us. We all got to 
have a bit of a rest from  
doing so much exercise 
then headed to the train  
station to start our journey 
home.  The next morning 
was a killer. A few of us 
woke up with really sore 
legs and were really tired. 
 
Over all it was a good day 
and the weather was really 
nice and I think that we all  
enjoyed ourselves. 
 
Jessica Philips 
Senior VCAL Student 
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On Saturday, the World Challenge 2009 Thailand / Laos group, compromising of Mrs Jenny Peters, 
Mrs Sarah Cultrera, Stephanie Lewis, Rhys Keown, Kelly Hoinville, Kelly Day, Katherine Heath, and 
Rebecca Williamson set off to the Wombat State Forest near Woodend for a training camp. 
After meeting our world Challenge guide, Dan the Man we found that the weekend was going to be 
hard; we were to buy our own food, make our own choices and live with every mistake as it came. As 
a group we had to decide who would the co-leaders for the day, Rebecca and Katherine were chosen. 
We then had to decide what we would eat for the next two days with our budget of $7 per person! We 
came up with our menu and sent Kelly H and Steph off to the shops, unaware that we would need 
knives and other utensils to prepare our meals. 
 

Whilst Steph and Kelly were off shopping the rest of us learnt how to pack our Rucksacks properly to 
ensure maximum room and minimal weight, and watch all of our beloved cotton clothes be packed 
away for the weekend. 
That afternoon we learnt to assess risks and work together to come up with the best ways of doing 
things like; cooking for nine people on three small Trangie’s and one small pocket knife, time  
management skills, and the strengths of our team members. 
 

The next morning we all rugged up in our thermals ready to go hiking, but due to severe weather 
warnings; we ended up in Woodend with our packs on, learning how to find key places, taking care of 
an unwell team member and haggling for bus tickets. Unfortunately we all left our bags unattended 
and Alicia (from World Challenge) stole them (an excellent learning experience!). 
We arrived back at camp with new leaders Rhys and Kelly H. to learn how to climb steep hills, cross 
rivers and work together to pitch up a kitchen area. On Monday we got up, cooked breakfast and 
packed our rucksacks and tents. We headed for Hanging Rock and we got to hike up hill, we then 
learned how unfit we really are and looked at the beautiful views. 
 
Our weekend at Woodend training camp was an exciting and encouraging experience, we learnt 
many things about ourselves and our group. We are all so excited for our month in Thailand and Laos 
and recommend it highly to others. 
 

Points out of ten, definitely an eleven! 



SENIOR SPORT 
The Senior Girls played two 
games of football against 
neighbouring schools on 
Monday.   
Unfortunately their coach 
went to the Terry Wallace 
School of Coaching and they 
just got beaten on both  
occasions.  They improved 
with every quarter they 
played and were tenacious 
in their attack on the footy. 
 
The following girls all scored 
goals: Luisa, Jess, Britney 
and Lisa. 
 
Well done girls. 

JUNIOR SPORT 
Year 7 Sport 27.3.09 
 

Volleyball 
Girls A Team 
After a shaky start losing to Parkwood the girls soon redeemed themselves by having convincing wins in 
the next four games.  These were against Croydon 1, Ringwood 1, Norwood 2 and Croydon 3.  The girls 
finished 1st in their pool gaining them a place in the semi finals.  They cruised through this by beating  
Croydon 2.  The grand final was played against Ringwood’s A team and in a nail biting event our girls  
unfortunately lost. Congratulations girls, 2nd overall!! 
Special mention to Sharni Helleren, Tabitha Anai Gai and Nyuon Joseph. 
 

Girls B Team 
With smiles on their faces all day our girls B team won 2 out of 5 games, beating Croydon 2 and Ringwood 
2.  Unfortunately this was not enough to get us through to the playoffs but the girls displayed great sports-
manship and enthusiasm in every game. Well done girls!! 
Player of the day: Samantha Masters. 
 

Boys Team 
Our very enthusiastic boys team won two out of three games beating Ringwood 2 and Parkwood 1 but  
unfortunately going down to Norwood 1.  This put them in the semi finals against Ringwood’s A team but in 
a very close match we unfortunately went down two sets to none.  All the boys displayed great enthusiasm 
and sportsmanship all day. 
Special mention to Kyle Williamson, Patrick Phyland and Sinory Sun. 
 

Year 8 Girls Softball, 1.4.09 
In three very close matches against Heathmont, Parkwood and Ringwood our girls put in a fantastic effort 
but unfortunately the competition was too tough this year.  Even with this outcome all of the girls displayed 
excellent enthusiasm and sportsmanship!! 
 

Special mention to Rayannon Innes and Rebecca Paul for showing excellent sportsmanship. 
Players of the day included Stephanie Andrews, Belinda Turner and Hala Badenhop. 
Special thanks to Ben Helleren for helping coach. 
 

Ms Lauren Moulynox 
Sports Teacher 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Monday  04/05/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  05/05/2009  M. Carter 
Wednesday  06/05/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  07/05/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   08/05/2009  Volunteer Required 
 
Monday  11/05/2009  Volunteer Required 
Tuesday  12/05/2009  J. Taylor 
Wednesday  13/05/2009  Volunteer Required 
Thursday  14/05/2009  Volunteer Required 
Friday   15/05/2009  Volunteer Required 

Specials 
 

Tuesday - Indian Baked Potato with the lot  
(butter, sweet beef satay, tasty cheese, & sour cream) 

$4.00 
 

Wednesday and Thursday - Sushi Selection 
(egg & veg, cooked tuna & veg, chicken tempura or 

vegetarian) 
$3.00 each 
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Canteen Volunteers Required  
 

With Government changes and emphasis on 
healthy food choices, Canteens will be spending 
more time on food preparation. This is where 
members of our college community can help. By 
giving up a few hours once a month you would be 
helping lift the workload of our small band of 
volunteers who do a wonderful job in providing a 
healthy menu for our students.  
 

Price Lists are available from the canteen 
 
Barbara Holton 
Canteen Manager 
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24 HOUR ABSENTEE HOTLINE 
9539 2345 

Before 9.30am on the day of the absence  

Canteen - Term 2 
The canteen will be open for business after 

school on Tuesdays &  
Wednesdays for Half an hour each day. 
Spend $2.00 or more and receive a free 

Hot Chocolate. 
 

Breakfast will also be available on these 
days from 8.00am through to 8.30am. 

Menu includes Hot chocolate for $1.00 per 
cup. Apple and cinnamon pancakes drizzled 

with warm honey, 2 for $1.50. Hot  
Porridge for $1.00 per cup and Hot Egg and 

Bacon Muffins for $2.00. Music is Free!!   

Friday 12th June 
Report Writing Day 

No Students Required 

 
First Aid 
 
If your child becomes unwell at the 
school, the approved school  
procedure is that the student 
should report to the First Aid  
Office. If it is necessary for the  
student to go home either myself or another 
staff member will notify the parent/guardian. 
Please note that students are not permitted  to 
phone their parent/guardian during school 
hours and request to be picked up. This must 
be done through the First Aid Office. If your 
child rings you with such a request could you 
please encourage them to present to the First 
Aid Office for treatment and if necessary ring 
the First Aid Office to discuss your concerns? 
 

Jenny Szetey 
First Aid Officer 



ABSENTEE HOTLINE PHONE 9539 2345 
 
Please notify student absences to the  
hotline and not the school number. 
 
The Hotline is a 24 hour recorded service provided to 
families for the notification of student absences on 
any day.  The Hotline is checked at 9:30-10:00am 
each day and then at various times throughout the 
day.  We would be very appreciative if you call the 
hotline directly to report all absences, rather than 
calling the school number.  If a student is away from 
school and there has been no previous notification 
and no message left on the hotline, a phone call will 
be made to verify the student absence.  
 
Consequently, our efficiency will be improved if you 
ensure your correct contact details are lodged with 
our administration. 
 
Barbara Bates 
Principal 

COLLEGE UNIFORM 
 
As winter draws closer, it is an opportune time to ensure all students are equipped to face the 
colder weather.  Please take the time to make sure you have the correct items of uniform,  
including shoes.  White t-shirts (only) are permitted under polo-tops, and jumpers should be 
worn over the top for additional warmth.  A college jacket is available for purchase, and  
non-college jackets and “hoodies” are not permitted to be worn at, or coming to and from, 
the college.  In addition, please remember that correct footwear is also required -  school 
shoes must be lace up or t-bar – slip on shoes are not permitted as they are dangerous.  If you 
are unsure, please check the front of the college diary, where all items of uniform are clearly 
explained.   

 
CALLING ALL ARTY CRAFTY  

CHILDREN 
 
Wyreena Community Arts Centre, 13-23 Hull 
Road Croydon has plenty on offer for children 
after school, during school hours and school 
holidays.  
 
There are still a few vacancies in the After 
School Drawing/Painting classes and the After 
School Pottery Classes. New to Wyreena are 
art and craft classes for children who are being 
Home Schooled; offering mosaics, pottery, 
papier mache and mask making.  
 
The fabulously varied Winter School Holiday 
Activities  will include the Australian Reptile 
Show , a hands on presentation by  professional 
animal handlers, who will introduce snakes, 
frogs, lizards and other slippery creatures to the 
children - with an opportunity to touch!  
 
 
Other activities on offer will be pottery, cartoon-
ing, mask making, puppet making, printing and 
card making and another chance to join Stax 
the Didgeman  to learn to play the didgeridoo!  
 
 
Please phone 9294 5590 for more informa-
tion and bookings.   
 
wyreena@maroondah.vic.gov.au  

 
 
 
 
 

Second Hand  
Uniform Sales 

 

We are currently looking for expressions 
of interest from any families wanting to 
either buy or sell Second Hand School 

Uniforms. If you are interested in  
purchasing or selling uniform items that 
are clean and in good repair please call 

the office and  
register your name and  

contact details on 9870 4551. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SURVIVING THE TEEN YEARS 
(ABCD – Parenting Young Adolescents) 

 

Do you want to…  
 

�   learn more about adolescent development 
�   improve communication 
�   negotiate boundaries 
�   solve problems together 
�   set effective limits 
�   deal with risky behaviour 
�   find the positives and focus on them 
                       
                                       …then this i s the program for you! 

 
 

Groups are conducted over a 4 week period and inclu de  
four x 2 ½ hour weekly sessions 

 

  When: During school terms   

  Time: 6.30pm – 9pm  

   Place:      Croydon or Blackburn 
       

        Cost:        $20 single/$30 couple 
          Concession $10 single/$25 couple 
          (Cost includes workbook) 

 Please note that parents will not be excluded  
 on the basis of an inability to pay, so if the cost is a 
 concern to you please talk to us about this 

 
 

 
BOOKINGS ARE ESSENTIAL 

PLACES ARE STRICTLY LIMITED    
Call Donna on 9271-0800  

 
 
 




